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The SPEAKER tm)k the Chair at
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Prayers.

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY, PRESEXNTA-
TION.

The SPEAKER reported that he had
reccived the following reply from His
Excellency :—

“Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Legislative Assembly,—I thank you for
your Address in rveply to the Speech
with whieh T opened Parliament, and
for your expressions of loyalty to Qur
Mozt Giracious Sovereion.—Fred. (7. D.
Bedford, Gorernor.”

PETITIONS — NARROGIN - WICKE-
PIN RAILWAY ROTUTE.

Mr. COWCITER (Willilams) presented
two petitions, vne tor and one against
the selected reute of the proposed rail-
way.

Petitions received and read.

QUESTION—RAILWAY
LIGHTING,
Mr. WALKER (without noiice) asked
the Minister for Railways: Can he sup-
ply particulars of the Perth Gas Com-
pany’s contract. and such other informa-
tion as will enable the House to under-
stand its nature?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: The original request was for a
three-years eontract. T declined that, and
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allowed a contract to be made for a term
of two years, The price was 21%4d. per
nnit, less 121% per cent. discount.

HEITMANN-LANDER INQUIRY—
MORE PAPERS.

AMr. HEITMANN: T draw the atten-
tion of the Minister tor Mines to the fact
that all the papers for which T moved
last Wednesday have not been laid on
the tfable.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1laid
on the table all the papers I know of in
connection with this matter. If the hon.
member had rung me up by telephone
and informed me that any of the papers
were missing, 1 should have been glad to
supply them. [ am not aware, nor do I
think, that any papers have been wilfully
withheld by the department.

Mr. HEITMANN: T did not know un-
til reeently that any were missing. The
motion for papers ineluded the depart-
mental files put in  as evidence, also
papers telaling te the caneellation of
Warden Troy’s appointment. The de-
partimental files mentioned have not been
placed on the table.

QUESTION—BETTING AT GOLD-
FIELDS SPORTS.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been direeted to the
apparent contradiction involved in the
respective replies of the Colonial Secre-
tary and the Arttorney General to the re-
presentations of goldfields residents on
the cuestion of betting at goldfields sports
ecatherings; in that the Attorney (ieneral
replied fo a petition on July 31 that he
was taking certain action; while the Col-
onial Seeretary on Angust 2 said that he

conld not pive a definite reply, as the
matter had yet to he comsidered by e

Government ! 2, What action is intend-
ed by ithe Government ta Le taken?
The PREMIER revlied : 1, No econ-
tradiction, apparent or ciher™se, can be
found in the respective r€Piics of the
Hononrable Ministers pef@rred to. 2, T4
is the iutention of the -‘ttor v (General
to suhmit at an earl fate a report deal-
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ing with the matter, and on eonsideration
of same the Government will decide on

the action to be taken.

BILL—BANKERS’ CHEQUES.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil.

MOTION—RAILWAY PASSES
{FREE) TO PUBLIC SERVANTS.
Mr. L SCADDAN  (Ivanhoe)

moved 1 —

“That a return be laid upon the table
showing —1, The number of free railay
passes granted to public servants for the
iear einded 30th June, 1907, and the cost
of same. 2, The names of officers and the
nature of thelr duties, 3, The mileage
travelled by each in the course of their
official duties.”

He said : Last session during the pas-
sage of the Tstimates, on one or two oe-
casions I drew attention to the enormous
amount of monev placed on the Hsti-
mates for travelling expenses of officers
of various departinents, and I said that
it would be interesting to have a return
of the cost of the passes issued to those
officers, and the nature of their duties,
and of the mileage travelled in the course
of their offieial duties. I made n state-
nment, and members can bear me out,
that there were many officers of the pub-
lic service residing ahout Perth and in
the suburbs who were in possession of
all-lines passes, but that it was very rare
that they left Perth except to go to and
from their places of residence or plea-
sure resorts. In view of the fact that the
State’s finances are in anything but a
pleasing condition—the Treasurer can
bear me out there ; he makes the state-

ent very frequently in connection with
any-tequests I make for grants for pub-

lic services; and I can repeat it now—
in view of the State's finances we should
take into wonsideration the advisability
of allowing public servants, especially
those in receipv of high salaries, to pay
for their pleastieg as other people do.
I fail to see why L:e Under Secretary of
a department, or an: other chief officer
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of a department, should receive an all-
lines railway pass, if he has no use te
pubt it to in the course of his official
duties, I know officers who travel hun-
dreds of miles in discharging their official
duties who do not receive passes ; their
fares are paid as oceasion arises. In
the Mines Department and in the Inspee-
tion of Machinery Braneh I know that
the subordinate officers travel hundreds
of miles every year in the course of their
dnties, and the cost of each journey is
paid as oecasion arises ; but we find that
the chiefs of these departments are in
possession of all-lines passes; and the
only serviee they put them to is to
travel to and from their homes, and at
times during summer to a resort on the
sea coast.

The Minister for Works : Do you in-
¢lude members of Parliament? '

Mr. SCADDAN : It is a totally differ-
ent ruestion.  Members of Parliament
have to travel throughout the country
and on public business continually, and
it is very rare that a member of Parlia-
ment uses his pass for other than the
public service. Of course Ministers smile
when T make that statement. T exelude
Ministers becanse I know they arve given
to publie pienies in which they not only
receive the cost of railway travelling
but also so much a day to eover hotel ex-
penses, eteetera.  Members of Parlia-
ment do not get these trips out of the
country. No wonder Ministers smile.
However, the country has got sick and
tived of that sort of thing. What I want

to know is, how many officers of
our public departments receive all-
lines passes for which the Railway

Department must receive payment. I
want to know whether many of these
officers cannot provide themselves with
season tickets to travel to and from
Perth to attend to their duties in their
offices, and then if they are requested
to go to the country on official buosiness
they can receive free passes exactly the
same as the subordinate officers do to-
day. Why should the public be asked
to supply these publiec servants with all-
lines passes for the purposes of their
private ends? I do not want Ministers
to streteh this to mean that these officers
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«obtain these passes so that they ecan re-
ceive some emoloment from them. I
want it to be clear that this country
should not bear the cost of officers travel-
ling to and fro on the railways purely
for pleasure at the cost of the country.
I wounld like a vefurn showing the names
of the officers and the number of miles
they travel on the railways in the course
«of their oflicial duties, so that we can see
whether the country is getting its money’s
worth.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES {Hoen.
H. Gregory): There is no objection fo
paragraphs 1 and 2 of the motion, but
to comply with paragraph 3 would be an
.absclute impossibility. We do not keep
ithe records. We are (he hest judge of
wliether these passes should he granted,
and when the names are submitted, when
the BEsthinates are under consideration
members ecan attack the Government if
passes are given to any Government offi-
:clals which in members’ opinions are
ugelessly granted. We should, I think,
strike out the last paragraph, because if
we leave it in the motion it would be
absolutely impossible to comply with the
request. We do not keep a record of
the different miles a person travels. If
a man gees to Kalgooriie to-day and
then on to Menzies, and from Menzies to
Davyhurst, and back again to Menzies, he
keeps a reeord of the different places he
goes to, bnt he does not put down that
he travelled so many niles. It would be
impossible for the information to be ob-
tained. T much regret that the hon.
member in seeking this information drew
-special attention to one of the heads of
the branches of my department, bheeause
we hear so much from that hon. member
in eonneetion with the administration of
that special department.

Mr. Scaddan: What department did
T mention?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Inspection of Machinery hraneh.

Mr., Sceddan: 1 did nothing of the
sort,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Oht!
Tf the hon., member says he did not we
can take it for granted. The Govern-
ment have mo objection to give the in-
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formation asked for in the first two
paragraphs; that asked for in the third
paragraph it would be an absolute im-
possibility to supply, and I ask the hon.
member to withdraw paragraph 3. The
rest of the information we will he only
too willing to supply.

Mr. SCADDAN : I would point out
that it is vather shrange we can have
a tveturn of the mileage travelled by
subordinate _offieers  in  discharge of
duties, while we cannof wet such a retnrn
in the ease of superior officers.  The
Ainister said that T wmentioned the case
of the Chief Ingpector of Machinery.
To a certain exient T had that gentle-
man in my mind, with others; but I
would poinl out that we are obtaining
the mileage travelled by subordinate offi-
cers. In the Inspection of Machinery
report each vear there is given the mile-
age travelled by each inspector in the
course of his duties, which shows that
a record is kept. If they keep a reeord
of the subordinate officers’ travellings,
why is it not kept in the ecase of the
chief officer? Personally, T think there
will he no difficulty in obtaining the in-
formation, but we may get over any
difficulty by using the word “approxi-
mately,” though I konow that will be
practically of little use. I know what
“ approximately ' means in some of these
returns.  Probably the Minister will
agree fo that.

The Minister for Mines : That is what
we will have to do.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—RAILWAY ROLLING
STOCK.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON
had given notice to move-—

“ That all papers relating lo the ap-
pointment of, and the instructions given
to, the officer who superintended the test
in connection with the construction of the
A. J. brake vans al the State Works,
Midland Junction, this officer’s veport,
and all subsequeni comments or criticisms
up to dale, be laid on the table”
He said : T have no desire to move this

{Guildford)}
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motion, but with permission I would like
to make a slight explanation in connec-
tion with it. ¥n conversation with the
Minister for Railways and later with the
Acting Commissioner of Railways, I
found that if I had these papers laid on
the table certain departmental informa-
tion would be made publie that it would
be very undesirable public econtractors
shonld know. It was information in re-
gard to the departmental methods of
making up tenders, eteetera. To take
these papers off the file would possibly
cause some misunderstanding, so I have
agreed to the suggestion made by the
Acting Commissioner of Railways, that
I should peruse the files and fake that
portion I desire to get, at the same time
nol making publie that poriion which it
18 undesirable should be made public.

Me. JOHNSON
papers) said : On my motion a resolu-
tion was ecarried on the 1st August in

connection with tenders dealing with ad-.

ditional railway ecarriages. The Minister
agreed to my mofion and it was carried ;
but I find exaetly the same position in
eonnection with those papers, and 1 say
now that I have no desire (hat these
papers be laid on the table as T can per-
use them privately, and thus we shall
not make known those matiers it is ah-
solutely undesirable to have made public.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. H. Gregory) : I presume that af-
ter the public utteranee of the hon. mem-
ber to the effect that the papers already
ordered to be laid on the table will not
be wanted, it will not be necessary for
me to bring them here. T take it the
House is satisfied.

MOTION — PASTORAL:  1INDUSTRY,
TO INQUIRE GENERALLY,

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
moved—

“That a select commillee be appointed
io inquire inlc and report on the best
wmethods that could be adopted by Partia-
menl {o assist the pastoralists in the
Norvth-West, and al the same time protect
the interests of the general consumers.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

{referring to other’

to Ingquive Generally.

He =aid : T am influenced in moving this
motion beeaunse from what T have read
and from the discussions T have listened
to in conneetion with owr North-West I
am sotisfied that Parliament needs con-
siderably more information than we have
had to dale to enable us te take an in-
telligent view of what is necessary in
order to assist our pastoralists in the
North-West., When I was first prepar-
ing the motien I was going to make it
apply to the establishment of freezing
works in the Noith-West ; but after a
little more consideration I came to the
eonclusion that it would be desirable to
inake the motion a little broader in or-
der that we might have an inguiry nte
other matters affecting both the pastoral-
ists in the North-West and the consumers
in and around the metrepolitan area, and
in other parts of the State.

The Minister for Mines: Ilimberley is
in the North. You ean hardly eall it
the Novth-West.

Mr. JOHNSON : Why I want an in-
quiry in connection with one phase of
this North-West guestion, the establish-
ment of freezing works, is that T realise
the great diffienity of dealing with that
great question. T differ T think from
most hon. members of this House, and
from my point of view the position is
that we have in the North-West a large
tract of country owned — practieally
owned, beeause they have it on extensive
lease—by certain pastoralisis.  Those
pastoralists have a considerable amonnt
of stock, great berds of cattle, and if we
were to adopt the suggestion of certain
members that State freezing works should
be estabhshed in the North-West, we
would possibly be placed in the position
that large pastoralists in the North-West
might decline absolutely te utilise or pat-
ronise lhose works. We would then he
confined to the holders of sinall herds, and
consequently there would be a danger of
the State works being a financial failure
owing to the Lact that large awners would
not patronise them. Then possibly the
large owners would establsh other works:
and eonsidering they have such a hold on
the area and such large herds, they could
make a success of their works to the
detriment of the State works. There is
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another side to the question. 1f we do
not take any action as a State, there is the
possibility that those large holders who
have practieally a monopoly and are
recognised as a ring in connection with
the meat trade—or were so recognised a
few months ago, for I believe a change
has eome on the seene of late—if allowed
te establish works of their own would
then have a greater monopoly of the meat
trade than they have to-day, because they
could establish their own works and make
their own conditions, and those conditions
would be sueh as to exclude the ypossi-
bility. of the sall helders utilising the
works at all.

Hon, F. H, Plesse : Then you are in
favour of the Government proposal?

Mr. JOHNSON : I am coming to that.
We have to look at this guestion from
twn points of view. The first is that if
we establish State freezing works, there
is a liability that we may be protecting
the people who have a monopoly to-day,
while if we do not do something as a
State, we may create a larger monopoly
than is now existing and possibly do an
injury to the small helders in that loeality.
The alternative is that we should do some-
thing as a State, to overcome the diffi-
culiv. The suggestion of the Govern-
nment 4z that we should subsidise freezing
works—t0 be erected possibly by these
nimopolists, the large holders; and unless
the Government exercise extreme care, it
is possible these penple will obtain a
monnpaly by the verv assistance of Gov-
ernment funds. T cannot go farther into
this question. If I could go farther into
it. T would not be justified in asking for
an inquiry. It is because T canunt see
far enough, becanse T do not know
envngh of this vast area, because I do
nol know its diffienlties, that T want this
inguiry.  We are told that the difficulty
is nat in connection with fhe stock, but in
connection with the shipping; that there
i= a czhipping ring. and no meat ring
at all: that the ship owners control
the meat market of the metropoli-
tan area. That is another phase of
the cuestion we know nothing about.
You meet one man in the sireet whon gives
you one side of the question, and is pre-
pared to prove there is a shipping ring

[7 Aveust, 1907.]

to Ingquive Generally, 681

and that lhe shippers prevent the small
holders from bringing stock to market
unless it is favourable to the shippers.
Then you meet another man in the street
who is prepared to prove coneclusively
that only the week before he brought
down stock and experienced no difficulty
in shipping it. .

Mr. Gordon : 1t is always the “man in
the street,” I notice.

Mr. JOHNSON : There is so wmuch
difference of opinion that T feel we want
an inquiry into this question. Then there
is another side to this North-West ques-
tion. Supposing I, as member for Guild-
ford, bring forward a eertain proposi-
tion. There is no doubt I will paint it
as one of the brightest propositions that
could be brought forward. But hon.
members will discount my remarks, and
possibly will make inquiries for them-
selves in Guildford to aseertain whether
I have not over-estimated my case. The
position is that in the case of Guildford,
members can make inquiries on the spot
and get the information for themselves ;
but we cannot make the inguiries or ob-
tain the information we require in regard
to the North-West—it is too far away.
Members representing the North-West
come here and make representations ns
lo the possibilities of that wvast area ;
and we probably discount their utter-
ances, possibly anjustifiably. We say
they are inferested parties. and eon-
sequently we have to make n ecerfain
allowanee. while at the same time pos-
sibly we are not justified in making those
allowanees.  While members are in a
position to justify themselves by inguiry
in places within a given area of Parlia-
ment Heuse, say in most parts of the
State except the North-West, we are ab-
solutely preeluded from making inquiries
in regard to the North-West.

The Treasurer : Are you going to the
North-West for a trip ?

Mr. JOHNSON : No; but my point
iz that we can get information from those
people interested in the North-West and
who thoroughly understand that part of
the State, if we have this inquiry by a
committee ;  information which hon.
members are not it a position to get for
themselves. 1 cannot possibly get this
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imformation unless we have a committee ;
therefore, I say, let us have a committee
and thus obfain information which we
cannot possibly secure as private mem-
bers. Members may ask why do 1 not
let the Governent take the responsibility
of their propesal ¥ 1 am satisfied to let
the Government take the responsibility
for measures that will not do harm to
the people. But this is a big guestion
that affects the eonsumers ; and to pro-
tect the eonsumers I think it neecessary
to have an inquiry by Parliament, sc
that Parliament may get information for
itself to enable members to come to a
conclusion as to the best means of assist-
ing pastoralists in the North-West, and
at the same time protecting consumers
on the goldfields and the coast. T trust
members will agree to the motion for
the appointment of a eommittee, so that
we may thoroughly investigate this
matter.

Mr. W. J. BUTCHER (Gascoyne) :
There is considerable justification for the
hon. member in moving this motion ;
and as T happen to represent one of the
northern constituencies, T am probably
in possession of a little more knowledge
of the details than he. Probably if he
had the amount of information which I
or other representatives of northern econ-
stitueneies eculd give, he would have had
no  necessity for moving this motion.
However, in order that the hon. member
may be in a position to obtain the know-
ledge, and to assist him in every way,
it is my intention to support the motion.
I should, however, like an independent
inquiry to be made at which people from
that part of the country should he called
to give evidence on this question. Such
inquiry would, I believe, result nltimately
in the obtaining of information which
mentbers on this side of the House desire
ghould be made available. I do not al-
together approve of that portion of the
motion which says that the hon. member’s
desire is “to assist the pastoralists.”
The pastoralists have never asked for as-
sistance ; rather the other way about,
It appears to me it is the Goverment
who have asked the pastoralists to assist
them in carrying out their policy in
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connection with freezing works, which is
a good suggestion indeed. I should like
to give the House some information I
have here which will go a good way
towards confirming my remarks. ~ From
the Kimberley distriet alone we ship an-
nually to the Fremantle market for con-
suption about 25,000 hullocks, an an-
nual shipment ; on that there is a total
loss in weight during transit, from the
time of leaving port until the meat goes
into consumption, of 100hs. per besst,
an estimated loss ; in some instanees con-
siderably over, in other instances probably
not so much, That is a fair estimale of
the actual loss ; and taking it at 3d. per
Ik, the average value at the port of ship-
ment, the loss works out at 23s. per hul-
lock ; that 1neans on the 25,000 head
shipped a total loss of £31,250 per annum
on the actual shipments of hulloeks to
Fremantle from Kimberley. 1 would ask
members, who is losing the amount It
must be either the producer or the con-
sumer ; and in either ease we wish fo
prevent the loss. If the eonsumer is
losing it, then it is our duty ifo prevent
that ; or if the producer 13 the loser, it
1s equally our duty to endeavour to find
a remedy. Apart from the loss ocea-
sioned by the waste hetween the port of
shipment and Fremantle, there is also the
loss of what is known by the slanghter-
men as the “fifth quarter,” the loss in
treatment ; and that is exaetly 10s. per
beast. [Mr. Taylor : On the fifth quar-
ter 7] That is the difference as hetween
the valne at the port of shipment aund the
value after treatment at Fremantle ; and
it runs out, on 25,000 head of b-locks,
at £12,500 lost annually in that direction
—[Mr. Taylor : In addition to the
£31,000 ] —in addition to the £31,000.
These figures show a eonsiderable amount
lost per annom to semebody, lest to the
State, at any rate. Therefore we have to
constder the question of either treating
this meat in the Kimberleys by assisting
the Government to carry out their policy
of esiablishing freezing works in the
North, or allowing this loss to go on as
in the past, and to be borne either by the
producer or the econsumer. Probahly
the producer has to lose it, and the con-
sumer has to pay for it. I will come
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closer home, to the Gaseoyne distriet—
that is my constituency—from which we
despaich to the Fremantle market for
consumption 23,000 head of sheep an-
nually. The average estimated loss on
these is 3lbs. per bead, which at 3d. per
Ib. amounts to a loss of 1s. 3d. per sheep;
and at this rate the actnal loss on a year's
shipments is £1,562 10s.— praetically lost
fo the producer or the eonsumer. I may
use the same argument as in the former,
as showing the large total loss to the pro-
ducer or the consumer on shipments of
stock from the Gascoyne. The object the
Government had in view when they pro-
posed to establish freezing works was to
obviate those very severe losses, and to
prevent the sending of a large number
of stock wverland te Queensland, as is
new done for treatment there, in the ab-
sence of means of treatment here. 1
think this proposal of the Government is
entirely justifiable ; and it the informa-
tion which the mover hopes to get by
this inquiry will enable him and members
on the other side of the Honse to sup-
port the proposal, T fhink it dJdesirable to
dn evervthing we ean to enable those
members to get that inforwation. In
theze circumstances, T support the motion.

Mr. A MALE (Kimberley) : As one
of the representatives of the northern
distriets, it affords me great pleasure to
find such a motion as this hefore the
House, particularly coming from the Op-
position side. It is vather wnusual for
menmthers on that side to come forward
with a proposal for a select cowmmitiee
with the objeet of endeavouring to do
something to assist the squatters. In
fact, it is somewhat surprising to
hear of either side of the House
wishing (o assist the squaiter. Tt
affords me great pleaswre to think that
sueh a motion has come before the House.
In connection with this motion I would
puini out the fact that it would be neces-
sary to strike out the words “ North-
West ” because the North-West only ap-
plies to certain distriets in the North.
The Kimberlevs are in the north-east. If
we strike out ¥ North-West” we should
allow the motion to apply to assisting
the pastoralists of the State generally
L J
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and not confine the. motion to any one
districi. The question of freezing works
whieli has been raised in connection with
this question applies not only to the dis-
triets in the far norfh, but also to the
districts in the south-west, or I hope it
will.  The distriets in the south-west and
south-east within a very few years should
be producing enough sheep to work up a
bigr export trade. There is undoubtedly
a great deal of misunderstanding in con-
neetion with the pastoral industry in the
Worth. We hear a lot about meat rings
and wonopolies, and we hear, in connee-
tion. with the sawme thing, of shipping
monopolies, I would point out that the
member for Kanowna, in his speech on
the Address-in-Reply, veferred to a letier
whicl: he had received from the Nortl,
which undoubtedly was very misleading.
It referred to the fact that one firm, For-
rest, Bmanuel, & Co. controlled the whule
of the meat trade down here. [3r. Bath:
Three firns.] It also referred to the
faet that theee firms controlled the whole
of the meat trade at the same tine as they
also eomtrolled the shipping of the stock
from the North, and that not a single
head of stock had heen shipped from the
North by others than those three finus.
That was grossly wrong, because as a
matter of fact these three firms only ship
in chartered boats, which they charter
themseives, and there are still the coastnl
boats free for the small owners. Lvery
time these ships eome down they arve
loaded with stoek independent of these
three firms; therefore there is a great
misunderstanding in connection with the
whole question. I think a seleet commit-
tee on the guestion would tend to throw
some light on the present position of
affairs and possibly do mueh good. I
shall have mueh pleasure in supporting
the motion, and I trust if the committee
be appointed they will go through the
work quickly so that no time will be lost
in regard to the assisiance of freezing
works in the north or south, or wherever
they are to be.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
The Government have no desire to op-
pose the motion, hnt I desire {o move an
amendment which T trust will meet with
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the approval of the proposer. I move—
“* That the words ‘ North-West’ be de-
leted, and the words ‘of the Stale’ be
inserted in lien.”
This will give an opportunity ic a ¢om-
mittee to consider the whole question; be-
cause it is necessary that in taking into
consideration the providing of facilities
in the form of freezing works, they
should also give attention to other mat-
tevs which have a bearing on the pastoral
industry. The member for Gascoyne has
referred to the faet that pastoralists have
not asked for anything from the Govern-
ment. I think they are fairly consistent
in their demands and the Government
have responded fairly liberally. Bores
have been put down in various parts of
the State, which are of great value tothe
pastoralist, and we are now making pre-
parations for opening up the stock route
recently traversed by Mr. Canning, and
as soon as the plans are completed it is
the intention of the Government to ap-
point Mr. Canning in charge of the party
which will be instructed to open up this
route and put down wells on the road
recenily traversed by Mr. Canning.

Mr. Bolton: The rabbit-proof fence
is for the pastoralists.

The PREMIER: Yes; that is another
point. If the committee take the rabbit-
proof fence into econsideration, I hope
they will not ask for ancther large ex-
penditure fo proteet the pastoralisis in
the North, There has been a suggesiion
made that a rabbit-proof fence shonld
be constructed from where the present
fence joins the coast line, and it is sug-
pested that a fence should be construected
running due east from that part of the
coast. I hope the committee will not
touch on that parfienlar feaiure. A
member says the pastoralists put down
their own bores. 1t may he well for the
select committee to call the member for
Murray (Mr. J. P. MeLarvty) as a wit-
ness, and he may he able to show what
enterprising settlers ave prepared to do.
In addition to that, we are improving
the shipping faeilities at the various ports
of the North-West with a view to assist-
ing the pastoralist. I would like mem-
bers to disabuse their minds as to the
granting of a subsidy. The proposed
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assistance is not a subsidy, but a loan.
The Government are prepared to grant
a loan to these people, which is very
diffevent from a subsidy. The praectice
adopted in Queensland nnder the Assist-
ance for Dairy Produce Act is that the
State 1s divided into four or five different
districts; a stock tax is imposed and a
fund ereated, from which fund the vari-
ous districts are advanced a certain
amount, pound for pound what they put
down., 1In the case of Western Australia
we have no such fund available, and if
we went on the same lines as Queensland
it would be a cunsiderable number of
years before a sufficient sum of money
wonld be raised in that way; therefore
we have adopted this method of loaning
money to these people, pound for pound
up to £35000. But the conditions under
which the amount will he granted will
be that these people shall bhe prepared
to treat ecattle at the same price, whether
for wholesale or retail customers. The
Minister in charge of the Agricultnral
Department is making that very elear;
but up to date no definite arrangement
has heen made and we would be perfectly
willing for the committee to advise the
Government as ito the econditions wunder
which the works should be established.
The primary object of establishing freez-
ing works is to prevent what is going on
at the present time, stock being taken
aeross the north of Australia and treated
at Queensland works. We feel it our
duty to do all we possibly can to prevent
that being done. At the same time I
hope the eommittee will endeavour to re-
port to the House as promptly as pos-
sible, #o that there will he no delav of
the gunestion. At the same fime, if my
amendment is earried, it wil enable the
commitieec to make inguiries as to what
is being done at present to encourage
the stock raisers in the southern portions
of the State. The Government at the
present time have devoted £15,000, por-
tion of which has been handed to the
Minister for Agriculture to expend in
the purchase of dairy cows, with the idea
of encouraging the dairying industry.
We have also arranged quite recently for
a dairy expert from New Zealand. A

gentleman who has had a large experi-
L
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ence in New Zealand in regard fo the
dairying industry is now in the southern
portion of the Stafte with a view of
educating the farmers in regard to the
dairying indnstry. The Government do
not propose to oppose the motion, but
I trust the hon. member will accept the
amendment which I have moved.

Mr. JOHNSOXN (mover): I have no
objection to the motion heing altered in
the way indieated.

iMr. R. H. TNXDERWOOD (Pilbarra) :
I suppurt the amendment. I believe
much good ean he done by geiting a
thorough knowledge of the cireumstances
existing in the pastoral industry of the
State, and I would just like to remark
for the information of the member for
Kimberley {Jr. A. Male} that this side
of the House claims to take a sensible
interest in all industries; and his surprise
can only arise from a heavy eourse of

study  of  anti-soeialistic  literature.
I would reeommend him io stoudy
a little later literature, and he
will  find that this side of the
House is  just as well able to

represent the pastovalist as the navvy.
I spoke on this matter on the Address-
in-Reply, amd stated that the shipping
fretehis were monopolised in conneelion
with Kimberley, and several members
interjected ¢ the shipping ring.’’ The
faets as far as I can remember are these:
The big pastoralists—three Hirme in fact
in the Kimberleys—have monopolised
all the caitle boat freights running to
these ports. It may be information to
members (o knew that these eaitle boats
are not the ordinary eoastal trading
vessels, but they run directly io Kim-
berley, load cattle and run baek to Fre-
mantle. Tn these boats the freizhis are
moenopolised by the three hig firms n
the Kimberlevs. As to the amount of
eountry held by ifhe big hirms, this ap-
lies also to Kimberley, and I would like
to inform the House, and the commitee
will inform: the House laier no doubi,
that there is a great avea of ecountry
outside Kimberley in the distriet which
I represent, also i ihe Roebourne and
(tascovne districts. There are immense
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areas of pastoral countiy, most of whieh
is said te be held by small squatters.
The only big firm having a grip in that
country is Dalrely and Company, and
most of their stations are disposed of
again ag soon as passible.  There are
ohe or two other maiters hesides the
freezing works whieh may be inquired
mto and one is the rabbit-proof fence ;
whether it is advisable 10 econstruct =
fence to proteet Kimberley or pull the
present fence down. The present fence
cartainly is driving the rabbits inte Kim-
berley, and it would be better to pull it
down if the Kinberley people eannot
be. protected.  Another wmatter that
could he inquired into is the question ot
the destruerion of dingoes. I am eon-
vinced this is a matter the Government
could certainly do a great deal of guod
in regard to, without any exira expendi-
ture to that which we have at the pre-
sent time. 1 have much pleasure in sup-
porting the amendment.

~The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price): I take it that the hon. mem-
ber for Chmldford has brought this
matter before the House primarily be-
eause he thinks that the case for freez-
ing works at Wyndham requires investi-
gation. I take i that he had no preeon-
ceived opinion on the question but is
approaching it with an open mind. T
am also pleased that the member for
Pilbarra, in referring to this matter,
evidenily locked upon it as a fair ques-
tion for investigation, and one upen
which he is not justified, at all events at
the present moment, In arriving at an
adverse conclusion upon. This is a very
pleasant change in the ideas of the mem-
bers v the other side of the House ;
and it is just as well (hat the “ t's ??
should be erosved and the “i’s” dotted
on such an vceasion, as for some -veecks
pasi this aguestion of freezing works lins
heen a p-int of most virulent attack by
the other side of the House against ihe
Government. Whai do we find fo-day?
The hon. members opposite think thal a
fair case for inquiry is being made out.
[3r. Taylor : No.] It is evident from
the speeches of the member for Guild-
ford and Pilbarra that that is their



636 Pastoral Indusivy :
op-inien at ail events. I {eost that when
they next eome before the public they
will net negleet to peint this ont. The
member for Guildford siill speaks of
this expenditure as u subsidy to pastoral-
ist=. It las been delinitely and plainly
stated and fully explained that i is
in ihe naiure of a loan and not in the
nature of a subsidy. T think it is just
as well, after the change thai seems to
have come over the other side, that defi-
nile notice should be drawn to their
comduet.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (M. Margaret) : Be-
fore this question is decided, T would
point out to the Minister who has just
spoken that, so far as T am concerned
as a member, there has been no ease
made out for even an mquiry. All the
investigation that ¢an be made will not
Justify the Govermment in loaning or
subridicing the meat ring—ag 1 suppose
Y am jusfified in ealling it—the people
who have heen running this Siate for so
many years in that partiewlar industryn
[3fr. MeLarty: IHow abont New Zea-
land!] New Zeualand is a ecountry that
will not admit of rings the same as West-
ern Australia has done.  There is no see-
tion of the community there who hold
the eonsumers in the palms of their
hands like a certain seetion do in \West-
ern Ausiralia, at all events in connection
with ihe meat mdustry. [Mr. Gordon:
Give us some facts as to the ving.] They
are in the rveport, if the hon. member will
read if, whieh was submitted to this
House hy a connunittee appointed in
August, 1901, {0 consider this very unes-
tion. The then member for Bonlder (Mr.
J. M. Hopking) was the mover of the
motion, and the report of that eainittee
was presented fo the Mouse. I venture
te suy that the repert eompares more

T T timnt—favaurably  with any report sub-

mitted to the Chanher since 1 have heen
a member; and there has heen no action
taken on it, other than the recomu.enda-
tions with regard to the proposed stoek
routes. In Aurust 1901 the committes
was appointed on the following motion :—
“That a select committee be appointed

for the pmrpose of fully consider-
ing and recommending to this House
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the best ways and means by whick
people of this State can be provided,
at a reasonable price, with a regular
and wholesome supply of beef, and
mutton  either fresh, chilled, or
frozen.”
The report of the committee showed very
lucidly the true position of affairs. The
evidenee was taken of persons not only
from this State but also from varions
parts of the Commonwealth and even
New Zealand. With regard to the lafter
country, a Mr. Boyes was examined, and
his statement is eontained in the papers
attached to the report of the commitiee.
TEvidence was obtained by leiter from the
Queensland Stock Raisers’ Association.

Mr., Gordon: There is nothing in the
report abonut the meat ring.

Mr. TAYLOR: I want to tell the hon,
member that the wembers of the meat
ring were examined by the commities,
and that he will find their evidence in
the veport,

Mr. Gordon: Did they tell you that
they were members ot a weat ring?

Mr. TAYLOR: I dr not know how the
hon. member who so readily interjects
this session will be able to aceount for
his dead silence last session.

Mr. Gordon: On a point of order, has
that got anything to do with the present
motion? On a farther point of order,
sinee the lon. member is quoting the
wotion, let him turn up some portions of
the report where there is mention of the-
meat ring.

Mr. Speaker :
order.

Mr. TAYLOR: T did not say there was
any evidence in this report to warrant
the statement 1 made with reference to:
the meat ring. There is no evidence re-
guired on that peint, for it is known to
the whole population of Western Aus-
tralta. When that population numbered
150060 sonls it was known, and to-day
it numbers 230,000 and jt is still known
by all. They know it only too well, for
it has been brought home through their
pockels, and through their families being
stinted in their meat suppliess.  The
strongest thing that can be said would
not be half so convineing as the want of
food in the houses of the workers of this

There iz no point of
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country on account of the meat ring. I
commend that to the hon. member for
Canning. So far as this report is con-
eerned, I think that it will go sufficiently
far in eovering the prounds desired by
the hon. member for CGuildford in his
mation th-day.  The member for Gas-
covne {Mr. Hutelier) was a member of
that eonmiittee, and his knowledse of the
pastoral pursuits in this State was of very
great value to the eommittee.  He than
pointed out where the committee conld
get evidence dealing specifically with the
snbject  mentioned in  the resolution
passed by Parliament, and there is no
need to trouble again to secure evidence
as to the eost of mntton, pork, beef, ete.,
aot only inu Western Australia but also
in the other States of the Connnonwealth,
and even in New Zealand. There are
recomnendations in this report from
that conmnittee to the Government as to
bhow meat could be cheapened. I do not
desire to read the report, but I think
it would he a wise thing if it were read
to the House. Tt is idle to incur farther
expense hv appointing another commil-
tee of a similar character. Tf the state-
ment of the member for (Gascoyne is
correct as to the quantity of bullocks
shipped from tlie North-West, and the
details concerntug their. shipment, it is
quite evident Lhat the loss per head in
welght amounts to about 100lbs. on the
journey. We know what that is worth.
We have full evidence on that and other
points from the pastoralists of the North-
West, and also from drovers whom we
examined with rvegard to the question.
Then there was evidence given as to the
loss on sheep hefore they reached market.
The whole of the evidence on this ques-
tion is before the House in the report of
the seleet committee, and we do not
need to wo any farther than that. The
guggested remedy has already been de-
cided upon, but unfortnnately not acted
upen. I do not think anything will
justify this Government or any other
Government in loaning £33.000 to the
cattle kings of this country, who have
made their money by starving the people,
by charging exorbitant prices, and by
putting the food supply out of the
penple’s reach. They are well able them-
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selves to establish these freezing works
if they are required, without the Govern-
ment giving them a greater grip, a
greater power, over the consumers of
this State. T have no desire to make
farther remarks on the proposition of
the Government as to the freezing works;
but I will have an opportunity when that
measure comes before the House to de-
nounde it in the strongest possible terms,
and I hope the House will not support
the Government in that scheme.

Mr., SPEAKER : That is not the
point before the Honse,

Mr. TAYLOR : T wili deal no farther
with the question of freezing works.
Reference to these works is nol perhaps
in the actual wording of the motion ; but
those wheo listened te the mover of it
will recognise that in every sentence he
uttered, rveference was in reality made
to the scheme, and that in his opinion
it was necessary for the better gnidance
of this Chamber that we should have
farther information with regard to the
proposal. That being so T think T was
justified in dealing with the proposition
to some extent. I believe we have suffi-
cient information in conneefion with the
meat supply of this State without going
to any farther expense to colleet more.
I was a member of the committee in
1901, and am perfectly satisfied that the
whole area has been covered. T will tell
the hon. member for Guildford that T
do not think the operafion of his pro-
posal will carry as far as the resolution
which the then member for Boulder moved
in 1901. Great trouble was entailed in eol-
lecting evidence, and in thoroughly deal-
ing with the matter. We were inguniring
into the great question of the food
supply of this State, and if will readily
appeal to the House that in doing so it
was necessary to prohe to the bottom
the condition of the food supplies, not
only of our own State, but also of every
State in  the Commonwealth. And
farther. we inquired from New Zealand
witnesses as to how they cheapened their
meat supply and dealt with surplus
stock.  Everything is contained in the
report I-have been discussing, and I
believe the member for Guildford (Mr.
Jolnson) will nnt allow the House lo
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understand that a case bas been made out
to his satisfaetion for the proposed loan
of £35,000 for freezing works.

Mr. SPEAKER : T wish to remind the
hon. member that this is not the guestion
before the House. I hope he will not
again repeat the argument. Tt bas a
bearing on the question, but it has been
frequently repeated.

Mr. TAYLOR : I wish to point out
that the member for Guildford moved this
motion with the object of supplying in-
formation to the House to enable us to
deal more intelligently with the freezing
works proposition.  The whoie of the
Premier’s argument hinged on the loan
to the meat combine. The Minister for
Works did nothing but dilate on the
question whether the grant would be a
subsidy or a loan, and said it was no
subsidv hut a loan. Yat heeause I vefer
to tlie same thinz, my statement is oh-
jectionable. I kunow the meat ving in
this eountry* does not like anybody to
mention the matter, I know the proposal
is objectionable ; it is ohjecticnable to
me, and doubly ohjectionable when I think
of the hardships people have suffered
from that ring, Thal is what makes it
objectionable. T am justified in referring
te this proposition, as every member on
the Government side who has preceded
me in this debate has referved to it. T
still say T am not disposed to support
the motion, for we already have the infor-
mation. We have information ecovering
a larmer avea than the molion eovers.
That being so, it is idle farther to tax
the patience of members as to a select
committee, and to incur additionai ex-
pense to secure information we have al-
ready seeured and embodied in the Votes
and Proceedings for 1901. T resent the
statenient of the Minister for Works that
a case has heen made out to justify the
Government’s action In proposing to
place in the hands of the meat menopo-
lists of this State greater nower thaun
they now enjoy over the peopie.

Mr. H. E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle) : The remarks of the Minister
for Works (Hon. J. Price} render it neces-
sary for me to make my position fairly
clear. He complimented the members
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for Guildford (Mr. Johnson) and Pil-
barra (Mr. Underwood) for moving and
supporting this motfion, whieh advocates
the best methods that ¢an be adopted by
Parliament to assist the pastoralists—
aceording to the amendment, the pastor-
alists throughout the State. T do not
wish to touch more fully than I ean help
on the question of the freezing-works ;
but it has entered into the discussion, and
I have reason to speak of it hecause I
am in exactly the same position as the
members for Pilbarra and Guildford. I
intend to support the motion, but am
enlirely opposed to the construction of
the freezing-works. Surely it will not
be eclaimed: for me, as for those two mem-
bers, that T have now turned round and
supported the Governmenf proposal I
am as hitterly opposed to that as ever ;
but I believe lhat in order to eniighten
those who require enlighteument it is de-
sirable to appoint a committes to gain
information. Because of that, surely it
is not eclaimed that I am favouring
the "Government proposal? As to .
the Dbest methods of assisting the
pastoralists, my idea 1is that proper
Government abattoirs should be evec-
ted at Yremantle. [dfr. Butcher : Why
not at York?] I am bound to say
Fremantle, and  not York. 1 believe it
would be as reasonable to afford assist-
ance hy subsidising boats to bring the
caltle south, insiead of subsidising the
owners to kill the caitle in the North
and thus foree a large proportion of
chilled meat on the people in the metro-
politan  distriet.  [Mr. Angwin : They
would not eat it.] I agree with ihe in-
terjection, If the freezing works ave
erected, most of the meat that comes
south. if not all, will he chilled meat;
and it will then be almost forced on the
people in the metropolitan area. Then
it will not be so easy to get fresh meat
as now; whereas, if the Government
subsidise steamers, or even run their
own steamers to bring stuck to the South
befove Lilling, and if proper abattoirs
are erected, and sheds where the ecar-
cases can he hung and properly graded
and sold, there will be less difficulty
about the meat supply and about the
meat ring. If we wish to assist the
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pasioraiists, it is far beiter to spend
£35000 in the ereciion of up-to-date
abativirs in the South; and I meniion
Fremantle only hecause it is the nearest
port, and the port where the largest
population i3 centered. The abattoirs
will have to he near Fremantle, and the
£33,000 will bhe  far better spent on
abattoirs than as a lean to the pastoral-
ists to enable them to erect their freezing
works to treat live stock. And I ask,
what sort of inspeefion of meat will
there he in the North-West? Why, it
iz bad enough in all conscience at Robb’s
Jetty, close to Fremantle. It is worse
pevhaps in mauy other places. How
can the Government expect pruper meat
inspection 1f they allow these freezing
works to be erected in the North-West?
Tt is impossible; and I use ibe word
“imposgible” bhecause it is practically
proved that proper inspeetion has not
taken place up to date in centres where
il is possible to have proper inspection.
Then how can it be reasonable to expeet
proper inspection in the Norfl-West?
My opinion iz, we should assist the pas-
toralists far better, more espeecially small
pastoralists, those for whom the Gov-
ernment feel so kindly, by subsidising
steamers (o bring stock to the South
while alive. The member for Gascoyne
refers to the average loss of 100 pounds
weight per heast in course of {ransit. I
have not the slightest iniention of dis-
puting his statement. He should know
the tacts, and I believe what he says is
corveet.  That. T admit, is a difficulty
whieh will have to be overcome. But is
saving 100 pounds live weight per beast
to be the only argument advanced for
the freezing works? Tf we agree with
the hen, member that the freezing works
will save 100 pounds owing to the eattle
heing slanghtered i the North, then I
say, what about the consumer who de-
mands fresh meat and not chilled meat?
[My. Butcher: Chilled meat is the same
as fresh.] It may bhe practieally ihe
same, but surely the producers must
eater for the consumers: and if the con-
sumers demand fresh meat, T say it is
not ihe same to have chilled meat.
There will be a certain proportion of
fresh meat Jdemanded, and there must
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be a certain supply. My veason for
supporting the motion is that very likely
the commitiee will ind oui a better way
of assisting the pastoralists than is to
be found in the Govermment proposition.
I believe, if it can be shuown by evidence
that it is better for the Government to
assist ihe pastoralists in the manner I
have mentioned, Lhen, notwithstanding
the Government seemn wedded to the
propesal, they will carry oui the sug-
westions of the committee. 1 support
the mufion.

The TREASURER: (Hon, Frank
Wilson): This propesal is fraught with
such advantage fo the whole Staie that
I was pleased to hear the Premier say
he does not intend to oppose the motion.

The problem of the export of our
cattle  and sheep, in addition to
cheapening, if possible, the price of

meat  to the  econsumers  within
our own boundaries, is full of such great
possibilities that it behoves every mem-
her to approach the matter ecarefully,
and o weleome every means of procuring
additional information. For that reason
alone I weleome the fullest inquiry, and
the Government will be pleased if the
select committee can at a reasonable cost
provide such information as will assist
Ministers to go in the right direction.
This problem is to my mind of equal
importance with the establishment in our
State of a dairving industry, We have
heard from time 1o time of the great
posgibilities of that industry, and the
Government are now anxious to take the
right course In order that the country
may henefit by the establishment of such
industries within our boundaries. One
aspect has not been mentioned to-night,
and it is one into which the select com-
mittee may well inquire.  Not only should
we endeavour to cheapen our loeal sup-
plies, bul to open up a big export trade;
and in that respeet the position is very
copsiderably altered from the position
when the select committee to which the
member for M. Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
refers considered the nuestion of cheap
food for the people of Western Austra-
lia. Since that commitiee sat six years
have elapsed, and in glaneing through
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the report I cannol find any special ref-
erence to meat rings, although the hon,
member, one of the commitiee, came to
the conclusion, and no doubt justly from
the evidence before him, that the meat
trade at that day was in the hands of
one or two firms only. The position has
not very much altered sinee, until quite
recently, when we find another large and
powerful Arm entering into competition;
and we want that enmpetition,

Mr. Bath: To which firm do you refer?

The TREASURER: To the new.but-
chering firm now supplying meat in Perth
and on the goldfields,

3r. Daglish: Another competing firm
started previously, and afierwards joined
the ring.

Mr. Bath: Copley started in the whole-
sale line in opposition to the ring, but
afterwards joined.

The TREASURER: That may be;
these are possibilities; but in the mean-
time we get the advantage of the eom-
petitton, though in this instance it is just
possible that the new firm may join
forees to complete the ring and to keep
up prices, yet in the meantime there is
this eompetition, of which the people re-
ceive the benefit.

Mr. Heitwmann: How?

The TREASURER: By lower prices.

Mr. Heitmann: You cannot get meat
any cheaper in Perth than it was a few
months ago,

The TREASURER: 1 beg pardon,
I am buying meat for my household at
a penny or twopence a pound cleaper
than I bought it a few months ago; and
I am sorry if the hon. member is not
taking advantage of the competition. I
wish to point ouf that the position has
altered to the extent that whereas six
yﬁﬂl's ﬂg’O we were COI]CEI’Red more l)ﬂl'-
tieularly with cheapening the food of
our people—and that is still, I admit,
an all-important point—we are now par-
ticulavly coneerned with opening up a
market outside our own country. Dur-
ing my recent travels I was particularly
impressed with the enormous demand in
the Far East, from the masses of the
people there, who are learning year by
year to consume food to which they had
previously been strangers. I found that

[ASSEMBLY ]

to Inguirve enervally.

staple articles of food such as fish and
rice were rapidly giving way to fresh
meat and flour; and the demand for these
is one of which the Fastern States are
not slow to take advantage. And
we should be indeed foolish if we were to
sit gtill and allow others to take the trade
which 15 awaiting us but a few days’
Journey from our deors, and of which
we are justly entitled to a fair

share. The object of tiie Clovernment
15 to see thal we get a fair share of that
trade ; and to show that il is possible I
may mention that a Llittle flowr mill in
which I am interested has orders, since I
mude that jonrney, for 1400 tons of
flour to he exported to the Malay Penin-
sula and to China. Members may say
the gain frem that s personal. Nothing
of the sort. That little order alone means
some £12,000 in eash coming from for-
eign countries into Western Australia to
buy the farmers’ wheat and pay for its
cristing and export.  Everything that
we can do to extend our markets, so that
our industries established here and those
that we shall establish may receive a
legitimate share of the trade of the out-
side world, will Lring prosperity to onr
eonitry and inerease the avenucs of em-
plovment for our workers. It has been
said that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment, or at any rate that there i1s a
suzgestion, to grant a loan for the estab-
lishment of freezing works which would
have a tendency to assist the pastoralists.
Members lrave not said straight ont that
the Government were merely intending
to assist the big eattle raisers, hut I nay
say that we have no such intention. We
do not take inloe consideration the large
pastoralist at all. What we do want to
do is to get a share of the ontside trade
for our increasing herds of cattle and
flocks of sheep so that we may send them
out to the world’s markets and reap the
benefit that must come to our country
thereby. Tf there arve large pastoralists,
and I believe there are, in fact I know
there are, who have been conirvolling the
frade in the past to some extent, will
the establishment of freezing works
help them to still farther control that
trade ¥ The member for Guildford made
it pretty elear thai that is not so, from
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liis point of view, and I agree with him.
By the establishment of freezing works,
if we have sowe control over thein, we
shall be in a better pusition to assist the
small pastoralist than if we refrain from
establishing works at all, or left it to the
big men to establish them themselves.
The same thing applies to the shipping.
Certain firms have contrelled ships in the
past, and the member for Pilbarra has
referred to the fact that those firms who
had chartered vessels made the first claimn
i the spaces in those vessels, or, I think
ke said, refused to carry the cattle for the
small stock holders. Whether there ave
tirms large or small, if they have steamers
it is only natural that they will first of

all supply their own wants before
offering spaces in  their own ves-
sels to others. That is only busi-

ness. The only way to get over that
is to esiablish works which ean freeze
cheaply the meat at eertain ports uniil
owners can get sufficient tonnage to
carry the meat to the southern markets
or the foreimm markets of the world. If
the small stoelk growers have works to
which they can send their eattle, and their
cattle will be treated there under the con-
ditions which will be laid down, and they
can store their meat after it has bheen
killed and prepared until arrangements
are made for tonnage, then members can
see whal an impetus will be given to the
trade at once. Certainly it will have the
effect of preventing the exodus of eattle
across the Northern Territory into
Queensland, which is going on to a large
extent and has heen going on in the past.
We must not forget this aspeet of the
question. Vietoria is seizing the oppor-
iune moment to suhsidise steamers to
take up the trade to Java and Singapore,
which T have referred to, and not only are
they doing that but they are subsidising
other lines and taking steps fo secure a
large proportion of the refrigerating
space n the steamers already running.
We should be slow indeed if we did not
take similar steps so that the people here
would have similar advantages when they
are prepared to export. The work of
the committee, when carried out on proper
lines, will not overlap the inquiry which
was made some sIX years ago.  The com-
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mitiee need not go into a similar class
of evidence, beeause they will have the
evidence which was given before the pre-
vious conmmittee before them, and they
can enlarge the scope of the inquiry.
Last time the inquiry was made as to
cheap food supplies the report satd tbhat
the supply available within the Srare un-
der the present conditions was «uite in-
capable of meeting the public wants.
That state of affairs members must admit
has passed away, and to-day we have a
supply more than sufficient to meet the
requirements, thevefore it is conelusive
that the work of the committe can go far
hevond the work earried out six vears
ago. The committee can go into the ques-
tion as to how it is best to open the mar-
kets of the Far East and the civilised
world so as to get a sharve of the trade.
Another aspect which appeais to one is
the question of tick ecattle which lose so
much weight on the passage down from
the North-West, and which results in
swel a lavge monetary loss to the country,
because it stands to reason if cattle and
sheep lose weight in (raveiling the con-
sumer is going to pay an extra price to
make up that loss. The establishment of
freezing works sueh as suggested, and the
provision of proper tonnage and refrig-
erating space to bring the meat to the
local market as weli as to export to the
foreign markets will overcome that diili-
culty. Therefore that is worth mquir-
ing into alone to save this £40,060 whieh
has been referred to hy the member for
Gascovne. I hope the House will en-
dorse the motion of the member and will
allow him to have a selcet committee. The
Government weleome it, and we trust, as
the Premier said and the Minister for
Works has said, the report will be brought
in expeditiously, so that no time will he
lost in earrying out the poliey of the
Government which has been put before
the country. There is a point which has
heen mentioned to me by one well versed
in our pastoral industry which is deserv-
ing of consideration in this matter. This
also iz something I think which the com-
mittee might well inquire into. T under-
stand, especially in the North-West dis-
tricts, the country is not fully stocked. I
am given to wunderstand the country
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would carry twice as many cattle and
sheep ns it does at the present tune. The
reason the pastoralists and stock growers
have not fully stocked their holdings is
that the facilities for getting iheir stock
away in ease of drought are not available.
This refers more particularly to ship-

ping.  Apart from the question as to
whether they lLave a  secareity of

tonnage available, if you have a droughty
season it stands to reason you eannot, at
the time it is reguired, engage the neces-
sary tonnage to get the herds and flocks
away. But the establishment of freezing
works wounld overcome that diffienlty,
and it is hoped by the Government that
the establishment of freezing works at
Wyndham wili only be the forerunner
of other works in the North-West portion
of the State. If works are estahlished
there, it goes without saying that we
should have closer seltlement in our pas-
toral industry. We should have more
cattle and sheep carvied per mile or per
aere, for the simplp reason that if «a
disaster came in the shape of drought,
the owners of the sheep and cattle would
have the freezing works for putting their
stock into cold storage, and get them
away as shipping became available. T
hope a select committee will be appointed
and will take all these matters into con-
sideration and that they will recognise
that the question not only to be con-
sideved at the present time, although im-
poriant, is elieap food to our people, hut
that in addition to that we want to get
our fair sharve of the markets which we
know are available to our producers in
other countries. We do not want to as-
sist any speeial pastoralist, we want all
to prosper, the large and the small. It
is useless to deery the statemeni made
by the Government and say that we
should not advanee this £35,000 as we
propose to do. It is useless to oppose
that altogether because it is the only
legitimate means of encouraging the
small or the large stoek owners to estab-
Iish freezing works. The Government
will welcome any suggestion even from
a body of small stock growers. It is
not only for large stock owners to take
the opportunity offered by the Govern-
ment, for I do not see why a dozen or
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twenty small stock owners should not
come to the Government and suggest the
establishment of smaller works. We

have inentioned the £35,000 for the
stople reason that we were given to
understand that works to properly

earry out our object and treat the sur-
plus of our herds within measurable dis-
tance of Wyndhain would require an
expenditure of about £70,000. That is
the only reason that £35,000 has been
mentioned in the Governor’'s Speech, and
it has also been mentioned by myself
and others as the amount we are pre-
pared to advance. There is no reason
why a number of small stoek owners
should not combine in order to put a
proposal before the Government to ereet
freezing works or eool storage on a
smaller seale than that, and T for one
should he delighted if such a proposal
eould be brought forward from one of
the more southern parts, such as Carnar-
von, for freezing works econnnensurate
with the great wants of that distriec. If
such a proposal were put forward, say
to cost £30,000, the Governminent wounld be
prepared to consider it on the same basis
as the larger works. When members
realise that there is no such thing. as
subsidising, that it is only the intention
of the Government to lend the money for
the establishment of the works which
otherwise would not be established, to
lend the money on reasonable terms, to
et over the initial expense, the initial
time when it is hard to make works of
this description pay their way by
charging little or no interest for a year
or two, members must agree that the sng-
westion 15 one worthy of the atiention
of the House and the Government. Our
main objeet is to extend the operations
of our pasteralists so that we may go
on- inereasing our herds, and not only
get the advantage in the increase of
sheep and cattle but get the enormous
advantage from the larger growth of
wool, which is such a benefit to the
pastoralist. T found that there was not
only a demand for fresh meat in my
travels in the early part of the year in
the countries which I have referred to,
bhut T also found that there was a great
demand for wool springing up, and I
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iscertained that buyers on behalf of
fapan and China were already interest-
ng themselves in ihe Bastern States for
he purchase of wool. amd I suggested to
he Minister for Agriculiure in Tokio that
te might send buyers to Western Austra-
in. thal we were producing wool lere
mual to anything produced in the world,
ind that we hould he glad to have a share
f their trade. If we can oniy make the
upply  available to them and get the
rool to their mills which are heing es-
ablished right throughout their land, we
iall derive greal profit. - 1 hope that
vill he xo. T kave muneh pleasure in sup-
sorting the motion.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. J. P. M¢LARTY (Murray) : Many
nembers, particolarly eon the other side
»f the Honse, oppose this motion, but
are carvetul to tell us that their minds are
nade up and that any arguments ad-
canced will not convinee them. The
lebate seems to have drifted to the freez-
ng works at Wyndhan, and I shall enn-
line my remarks to that aspeet of the
question. Tt is proposed to build them
in East Kimberley. That is a tiek-in-
fested district and of course there is a
neavy loss un cattle coming from the
listriet, but this vear about 19,000 head
»f eattle have been sent from the East
Kimberley distriet 1o other States, and
probably next year there will be 30,000,
at all events there will be considerably
mere than went this year. Those cattle
would not come to Fremantle in any
zase. 1 want to impress that on wem-
bers, because the stock that comes to
Fremantle now fully supplies the market,
and the owners of the cattle are not such
fools as fo bring eattle to Fremantle
where they would not be consumed. In
addition to the number of bullocks men-
tioned, there are thousands of cattle in
East Kimberley that are good enough for
breeding purposes which the owners are
speying.  For the information of hon.
members I may say that speying is an
operation performed so that the ecattle
do not breed afier, but become mund-fat.
These ecattle are not sent to Fremantle
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or to the othier States ; but if we had
freezing works at Wyndham they would
he sent to the freezer, and the carease:
could be shipped to Asiatic ports or any-
where where a warket wounld Le opened
up. There is another matter. Many
West  Kimberley sheep are allowed to
rrow old and die, but if we had freezing
works at Wyndham they could be culled
out and sent down to the freezing works.
I do not know that 1 need labnur the
«uestion very much, becaunse I feel cer-
tain that if a torn of the political wheel
brought membhers opposite to administer
the affairs of this State, and they had the
information the present Government
have, they would not hesitate for ane
momenl to establish freezing works at
Wwmdhwn,  What do members want ?
I have alreadv shown that these eatt'e
that are now being driven to the other
States would not come to Fremantle in
any ecase. Do they want us to send
double and treble the number to the other
States and get them tinned there and sent
hack to us as prime Queensland or prime
New South Wales heef 2 Is it not bet-
ter for us to have the shipping in our
own ports 7 Because it would take 10
vessels te send away the number of catile
frozen in one year, and this would be in
addition to the labour it would employ.
I happen to be cne of those vagabond
squatters, but T belong to West Kim-
berley, and it makes no difference to me
whether they have freezing works in
East Kimberler or not, because we send
our cattle to Fremantle, and will continne
to do so. After all, squatting is not a
very grand game. Some years you can
put the profit in a wine-glass or cover
it with a gooseberry leaf. The squatters
after all are only asking for a loan, and
they are contributing £35,000. T think
that is a handsome amount. The ofher
portion will be only on loan, and wiil be
returned to the State. I ohject to the
wav the motion is put—* assisting the

pastoralists of the North-West.” We
never asked for assistance. Of course

thiz will be helping us in some way, but
we have not asked for it. I interjected
when the Premier was speaking that the
company I belong to are puiting down
their own bore. We got 80,000 gallons
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in 24 hours and thought it sufficient, and
then put down a second and got 144,000
wallons in 24 hours, and now we are put-
ting down a third bore. We never asked
the State for any help at all. In addi-
tion to that, we are paying a handsome
amount by way of a voluntary tax to-
wards the destruction of dogs. We have

beeome large landholders by force
of cirenmstances. When we first went
to Kimberley we did not hold very

mueh country. But if yon have a stock-
man who leaves you and takes up a
conple of hundred thonsand acres on the
margin of your land, it is a marvellous
thing how he gets ecattle and how they
breed. They seem to have triplets every
time, and the end of it is the squatter
has to buy this man ont. I am not
hringing forward an imaginary case. We
have had to buy three people out, the
land amounting to ahout three-quarters
of a million acres. So we have become
large landholders whether we like it or
not, Of course Mr. Canning’s route
will be of immense benefit; but the cattle
now going to the other States willi not
come down by that romte; they will still
zo to the other Siates, and cattle are in-
ereasing largely in Kimberley. In New
Zealand they export every year about
three million ecareases. The figures are
1,500,000 sheep and 1,200,000 lambs; and
in New Zealand they are very anxious fo
establish freezing works wherever they
are justified in any locality; and they
start them without going about asking
whether a few people have a few pounds
in the bank er not, or whether they have
land or not. They want to establish the
industry. It seems to me that people
talk about * eattle kings,” without know-
ing them. I do not envy some of them.
I knew Emanuels in Kimberley when
they bore the heat and burden of the
day. They must have spent £50,000 be-
fore they saw a copper back. And we
know that Connor and Copley were not
born with silver-spoons in their mouths.
We should be pleased to see that they
have got on as well as they have done.
My land is in West Kimberley and not
in East Kimberley, and I did nof mean
to speak on the motion, but to speak
Iater when the proposal for freezing
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works comes hefore the House. It seem
to me now that a very narrow view i
taken. It does not matter whether th
eapitalists want these works or not, the
will be a great benefit lo the State i
anything of the kind arises. I am some
what reminded of the man in Holy Wrii
Haman the Prime Minister, who had al
honours and eveything that a man coul
wish for, but there was an unfortunat
poor Jew, and Haman, affer ennmerat
ing all the honours he had received said
“Yeat all this availeih me nothing, s
long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting
at the king’s gate.”  That seems to b
the case with members opposite. Surel
when [ show, and the evidence will bring
it ount, that these cattle that are going tc
the other States will still go there if we
do not have freezing works, and douhle
the number, surely we will give eonseni
to the establishment of freezing works
in the North,

Mr. W. B. GORDON (Canning): 1
do not know whether any great benefit
will be derived from a select comnittee,
At the same time it is just possible thal
a committee may bring some information
forward that would strengthen the Gov-
ernment, if they want any strengthening,
in regard to the establishment of freez-
ing works in the North. We have it
from the member for Guildford (M.
Johnson) that there was a meat ring.
He did not know whether such a thing
existed now, but retail prices of meat
to-day are no less than they were 12
months age. As a matter of fact, tak-
ing prices 12 months ago, they were less
than they are to-day in spite of the com-
petition that has taken place. We had
it from the member for Mt. Margaret
(Mr. Taylor) that according fo a select
committee of 1901 there was a meat ring,
hut the hon. member cannot give us any
information that soech a meat ring ex-
isted. Tt is only in his own mind. And
members on the other side maintain that
there is a meat ring, but they cannot
place their fingers in it. The probabilities
are that this select committee may en-
lighten us on the subject. The member
for Kimberley has put forward a very
good case, and the member for Gaseoyne
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also put forward a good case, though per-
haps he was unfortunate in saying
that ihe pastoralists in the North seek no-
thing. Seeing that the whole of the
reuts the pastoralists pay do not amount
to the cost of the upkeep of the rabbit-
proot fence. 1 think he might have given
the Government eredit for this large ex-
penditure; wund [ havdly thought a re-
mark of that kind would eome from a
represeniative of the squatters. In his
areuments in reference to the establish-
ment uf freezing works, ke pointed out
that there was a loss of the fifth quarter.
Wlembers of the Opposition who do not
know what this is should be enlightened.
The member for Gascoyne, in saying that
througl the establishment of the works
we would gain 10s. a head on stock
shipped from the Norlh-West, really used
an arguwent which was against the es-
taldishment of the freezing works. If
that argument is to decide the guestion
as to wheilier we are to have the works
or not, it wiil be well for the position
to be clearly placed before members. As
I say, the establishinent of these works
wounld mean the loss of the fifth quarter,
which cmuprizes the head, tongue, shins,
liver. heart, tail, and hide of a beast.
The parts that will not be shipped are
the heart, liver, shins, and head. To-day
the people of Western Australia get these
portions of the beast cheaply, but it will
not pay to freeze them and bring them
down to the metropolis. A certain num-
ber of these parts will be provided, but
there will be a loss generally on the fifth
quarter. That, however, is immaterial as
compared with the benefits the State will
derive from the establishment of the
works. The member for Murray has put
the question very clearly. The cattle are
now coing away from the State and this
exodus will continue, for the squatters
have their markets in other parts of the
world. If we do not have the freezing
works established there will be a continua-
tion of the importation of frozen meaf
to the State; as a matter of fact, to-day
if vou ask a man whether he eats frozen
meat he will say * no,” but statistics show
that for every fresh sheep that is eaten
there are 10 frozen ones, that in every
pound of chops one gets two chops of
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frozen wieat and one of fresh meat. There
can be no monopoly in the meat trade as
the price is commanded by Lhe English
and colonial markeis. 1t is a sound argu-
menl to use that, if there were no ieat
trade in Weslern Australia, the price in
Perth and Fremantle would be eheaper
than it is now. To establish that argu-
ment I need only quote the Londou mar-
ket prices which show that Australasian
meat is gold there at 3%4d. for heef and
at 3%d. and 3%,d. for mutton. These
are the London wholesale prices and, as
compared with the wholesale prices here,
they are very much below our figures.
There is no keener eompetition in West-
ern Australia than in the butehering trade.
I have heen engaged -as a fat stock sales-
man for 17 years, and have practieally
made my living out of that business, and
am therefore entitled to speak with some
experience on this question. If I were
to quote the financial operations of wen
engaged in the pastoral industry who
have attempted to get hold of the retail
meat husiness, losses of hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds wounld he shown. [3Mr.
t'nderwood: The losses were caused be-
cause the ring beat them.] There arve
dozens of men engaged in the butchering
business und, as a matter of fact, to-day
if you go to any retail butcher he will
tell you that he is not making money
owing to the competition being so keen.
The price of meat retailed in Perth to-
day is cheaper than in the Melbouine
market. How therefore ean there pos-
gibly be a monopoly? This difference in
price between the two Staies has existed
for the past two years and especially as
regards beef exhibited for sale in the
windews. These faets eannot be disputed
and one only has to get the price lists
which are published in the Australasian
and the Queensland and New Zealand
papers to realise that the retail prices of
meat in the other States are really higher
than they are here.

Mr. A. J. WILSON {Forrest) : It seems
to me that, with regard {o this question,
the squatting kings and pastoralists of the
North have much to be thankful for
owing to the sympathetic chord
which is being struck in the Assembly
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to-day as to the “squatocracy” in Western
Australia. Here one finds hon. members
who have so long ben fighling the great
and noble cause of democracy passing,
or attempting to pass, a resoluntion the
very forefront of whieh is in the inter-
ests of the pastoralists. The interests

of the econsuming public forw but a
secondary consideration. 1 appeal to

hon. members who have any regard for
the consuming public of this State to say
which of these two interests is the greater
and which should be put in the forefront
of a resolution by a gentleman who claims
to he a Labour member of this Parliament
of Western Australia. What is the
language of that resolution 2 [Mr.
Seaddan: English.] It may be, but my
friend from his personal experience
knows that there is bad and good English.
Is the ohjeet of the resolution primarily
for the pwrpose of protecting the masses
of ihe peeple in Western Australia, for
the purpese of eonsidering the democraey
of this State?  Certainly not. It is
primarily for the purpose of considering
the pastoral interests of this State. {Mr.
finderwood : The ecombine.]  Certainly
we have leard about the meat combine.
[3r. Scaddan : And the Timber Com-
bine.] A time will come when lon. mem-
bers will doubtless he dealing with that
question, and at the very first opporfunity
it will give wme the greatest pleasure to
show how some members were very soli-
sitous for that combine. [Mr. Scaddaen:
Read the notes of your Address-in-Reply
speech.] When I have to refer to any
of these notes, the member for Ivan-
hoe will perhaps hear it too soon for his
own liking or that of his party. I do
not ‘wish to be diverted from the motion,
although some wmembers may wish it.
The proposal is that a select committee
he appointed to nguire into and report
on ihe best methods that can be adopted
by Parliament to assist pastoralists in
the North-West ; then as a sort of after-
thought, a most indifferent, lukewarm,
callous consideration for the interests of
the great consoming publie, we have these
words, “ and at the same time protect the
interests of the general consumers” I
venture to think thaf, viewing this motion
from a purely democratic standpoint, the
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interests of the general consuners are a
matter of greater moment, of much graver
concern to this State, than are the inter-
ests of the paltry handful of pastoral-
iste who are asking for nothing except
that Divine Providence may bhe good
enough to send them good seasonms. If
such is done they do not care whether
this vr any other Government gives them
assistanee or not. Is not that clearly the
position so far as the pastoral industry
not only in Western Australia but in the
whole of Australia is concerned? All the
pastoralisis want is the assistance which
a kindly Providence will confer on them
by giving good seasons and they will look
after the balance themselves. One might
have expected from the eonservative gen-
tlemen who grace the henches on the
other side of the Honse, that they, with
their highly econservative natures, might
have been clamouring for the interests of
the gveat pastoralists of this enuntry and
have slight consideration for the interests
of the general eonsnmer; but when we find
an hon, gentleman, who has for so long
heen fighting the battles of demoeracy,
the battles of the masses of the people,
putting the iuteresis of the great majority
wf the people as a mere side issue while
holding up in the forefront the neeessity
for giving consideration and assistanee
to the pastoralists, the cattie kings and
the meat ring, the position can be des-
eribed as nothing less than extraordinary.

Mr, Scaddan @ You will drive the mem-
her for Guildford mad if you go on
talking like this.

My, A. J. WILSON: One would natu-
rally expeet thal the Government would
not oppose the motion.  Anyvne who
has heard the Governmeni poliey seb
forth knows that they claim to be willing
to assist every indusiry in the State, and
they have even been prepared to commit
themselves to a policy of establishing
freezing works in the interests of the
pastoral industry.,  As to the wisdom of
constructing these works, one has only
to remember that if the pastoral indus-
try is to be developed, it will requive a
wider range of markets than can he pro-
vided by the population of Western Aus-
tralia for some years to eome. The
market as far as our own State is con-
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cerned  is patwrally very limited, aud
being so the industry is likely also to
remain limited as far as the raising of
cattle is eoncerned unless farther mar-
kets are obtained. 1 veuture t{o say
that we have to look forward, as was
done in New Zealand, to establishing a
very large export trade in the future;
and if this is done and other markets
are discovered, the result will be a great
extension of prosperity in regard to the
pasteral industry in the North-West and
in other portions of this State. 1f the
objeet of the motion, as many members
have mentioned, is to inquire info the
existence of a meat ring, or the injus-
tice being wreaked on the consuming
public on the one hand and certain pas-
toralists on the other by & meat ring,
why does not the motion state that in
explicit terms. amongst a multitude of
other things? T1f the object is to expose
in the publie interest the machinations
of a meat ring, then why not be precise
and explicit, and say so in so many
words, and let us have an investigation
into the effect of the meat ring on the
public of this State? I venture to say
the present position of the pastoralists
appears to me very prosperous indeed.
In almost every Governor’s Speech at
the opening of Parliament we hear re-
ferences to the prosperity of our pastoral
industry, and if one looks round ihere
are evidences that our pastoralists are
doing fairly well. There is no evidence
of their clamouring for the removal of
any injustice; no evidence of any ob-
jeetion by them which would form the
slightest justification for the motion, and
for the appointment of a seleet com-
mittee to investigate the matters de-
tailed by the mover and other members.
As to the consuming publie, I venture
to say that at no time in the history of
Western Australia has the consumer
been on so good a wicket as he oceupies
at the present day. At the same time,
judging by the prices of meat in the
metropolitan area at all events, a
great reduction has recently been
made, and the consumer has liitle
indeed of which to complain.
And I venture to say no eon-
sumer is complaining of the price of
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meat in the metropolitan area. More-
over, there can be ng doubt but that the
price ruling in the metropelitan area
must largely determine the prices which
will rule in other portions of the Htate.
[Mr. Heitmann: No; it is different on
the goldfields.} If so, surely it will not
be long before the same canses which pro-
duced the reduetion in the metropolitan
area will begin to work on the goldfields
and other centres of population. But
in any case, if we appoint a select com-
mittee to nguirve into the existence of a
meat ring, the effects of the meat ring,
the effects of the shipping charges, the
position of the small pastoralist m the
North-West and other portions of the
State, is the inquiry to be held in Perth,
or will the committee, in order to secure
the information, go to the centres where
these injustices exist? If the committee
sit in Perth the cattle kings will give
evidence. The only wiinesses available
from a praetical standpoint will be those
interested in the alleged meat ring. The
man who is suffering injustice away in
the Nortl:-West, the small selector, will
he come to Perth to give evidence? What
means will the commititee have of ob-
taining the evidence of the men in whose
interests it is primarily urged that the
committee should be appointed and the
investigation made? Is there any means,
unless the committee are prepared to visit
those localities to obtain information on
the spot? If that is to be done, or no
matter how the information is obtained,
it seems to me an indefinite period of time
will be needed for the investigation; and
when all is over it is questionable whether
any good will rvesult. Are we to take it
by the adoption of this motion that the
proposals of the Goverument and of the
majority in this House in the interests
of the pastoral indnstry ave inadequate;
that the Government do not propose
doing enough, and that the select com-
mitte must call for persons and papers,
take evidence, and tell the Government
bow much more should bhe done in the
interests of the pastoral industry, at the
same time incidentally and inferentially,
not forgetting the consuming publie? I
can quite understand that the Govern-
ment, who wish to forier the pastoral,
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dairying and every other industry in the
State, cannot reasonably oppose such a
motion without having their motives most
likely misunderstood, imntentionally or
unintentionally ; and there is no doubt
the motion will be carried. But I ven-
ture to predict that when the conuuittee
have collected the evidence and fbe re-
port is brought in, there will be in the
country a unanimous opinion that the
whole thing bas been a gross waste of
public time and public money.

Mr. Johnson: I do not object to the
amendment,

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. JOHNSON (in reply as mover):
I do not wish to follow the arguments
advanced by mewmbers, but I thnk the
discussion to-night clearly proves the
wisdom of a thorough inquiry into this
proposition. I am not responsible for
eonclusions that members may form from
the motion. For instance, the member
for Fremantle (Hon. J. Price) states
that hecause the motien hag been moved
it 15 practically an endorsement of the
Govermment proposal to give the sum of
£35,000 towards the establishment of a
freezing industry. I do not koow what
the Minister wishes to convey, but he
distinetly gave us to understand that by
moving the motion I practieally endorsed
the Government propesal. [The Minis-
ter for Works : 1t showed that you had
an open mind.] T trust I shall always
have an open mind on all quoestions
affecting the State.  Again, T am not
respensible for any conelusion the mem-
ber for Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wilson)
arrives at ; and it was a remarkabhle
argument of his that beecause I put the
word “pastoralist” first and *“eonsumer”
seeond in the motion, I desirved to give
first cousideration to the pastoralist and
secondary consideration to the consumer.
The hon. member jumped to this conclu-
sion, and waxed eloquent on the motion,
hecause I did not put the consumer first
and the pastoralist second. T wish to
combine bhoth ; I do not wish to injure
the consumer or injure the pastoralist.
My desire is to do the best I ean for all
interested in the motion. One point has
been emphasised several times to-night :
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the faet that a considerable number of
stock is now being driven frowm the
North-West to other portions of Aus-
tralia.  The member for Murray (M
MecLarty) argued from this that the pas-
toralists have certain markets in the East
or in other parts of Australia, and he
went on to state that when we establish
freezing works 1 the North-West the
pastoralists will diseontinue driving their
cattle scross the horder as at present.
That is only a matter of opinion ; we
cannol be satisfied of it; and conse-
quently this is one phase of the question
that the eommittee if appointed will
have to investigate closely, to see whether
we will seeure the patronage of those
squatters who are now using our terri-
tory to Al orders whieh they receive from
Yaslern Adstralia. T do not wish to
labour the question any more ; we have
had a good debate ; and I think the very

debate justifies the passing of the
motion.
Question (as amended) put and
passed.

Ballot taken and a committee appoint-
ed, comprising Mr. Butcher, Mr. Gordon,
Mr. Male, Mr. Uunderwood, with the
mMOVver.

Mr. JOHNSON farther moved—

That the committee have power fo call
for persons and papers, to sit on days
over which the House stands adjourned,
and o report this day four weeks.

The PREMIER: T would suggest to
the chairman of the committee that in
taking evidenee, it shonld be in narrative
form rather than the usunal praetice of
reporting question and answer. From
my experienee, when the evidence is taken
in guestion and answer, people do not go
to the trouble of reading the whole of
the evidence as printed, and this course
entails mueh more printing and is alto-
gether more costly. The Forestry Com-
mission, of which I was a member, to-
wards the end adopted the narrative
form of evidence, and found it gave
satisfaction and eurtailed the printing
bill to a large extent; and T shall be glad
if the committee will take this matter into
consideration. The evidence may be re-
corded in the forn that police-court evi-
dence is taken.
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Mr, JOHNSON: T will endeavour to
influence the committee in the direction
indicated by the Premier.

Question  passed.

MOTION —SLIDING SCALE AND

ITS EFFECT, TO INQUIRE. .

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill)
moved—

“That a select commitlee be appointed
lo inquire inte the effect of the abolition
of the Sliding Scuale on the prices of those
articles affected by its incidence while in
operation.” .

He said: [ do not think any member will
be inclined to oppose this motion, in view
of the important bearing that the redue-
tion of the sliding scale, or its final aboli-
tion, has had on the financial position of
Western Australia. As was pointed out
by the Treasurer last night, the sliding
seale has reduced the revenue derived
froin the Commonwealth by many thou-
sands of pounds, and to a large extent
has eontributed. or to a very material de-

gree has contributed to the present
financial position of the State. In the

course of some remarks which I made
during the disecussion on the Budget
speech last session, 1 pointed out that if
the loss of this sliding scale had been
eounterbalanced by the advantage gained
hy the consumers thronghout Western
Australia, there would be no reason to
lament the gradual vednection of these
duties; and I also pointed out at that
time, trom information 1 had received,
that the consumers had to a very large
extent benefited by the reduction of these
special duties. In the course of some re-
imarks made by the member for Subiaco
{Mr. Daglish), he was of the opinion
that the middleman, the importer, had
secured the major portion of the advan-
tage,

Mr. Daglish: Or the Eastern manu-
factures that had come in oversea.

Mr. BATH: Or that the Eastern manu-
facturerg had secured a large advantage.
The impression conveyed by the member
for Bubiaen was that the eonsumers of
Western Australia had not benefited, or
that if they had, it was only to a slight
extent, from the loss of the sliding scale.
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I niay state that in making the remarks
I did T was led to do so by conversations
I have had with representatives of im-
porting frms in Western Australia, who
have assured me (here has heen a very
considerable reduction in the price of
thuse arlicles affecled by the imposition
of the sliding scale. There is one group
of eommuodities, those dispensed over hotel
bars and in elubs, for which there has
been no reduetion in price—spirituous
and fermented liquors, But I would like
to puint out that the Government of
Western  Australia  have benefited by

" reason of the faet that in December, 1905,

they introduced an amending Licensing
Aet by which they inereased the fees for
licenses for certain classes of hotels in
Western Ausiralia; and one of the main
reasons urged hy the then Treasuver (Mr,
Rason) for raising the fees in connection
with these licenses was that the hotel-
keepers in Western Australia had very
materially benefited by the reduection in
the duties on spirituous liquors.

The Minister for Jines: That has little
to do with the sliding seale.

My, BATH: It has a great deal in
de with the sliding secale, and ihe posi-
tion is that by reasan of that faet, the
Government secured additional revenune
by the nereased charge they made for
these licenses. | am satisfied of this,
and T believe the great bulk of the popu-
lation 1n Western Australia take the
same view, that if the reduction of this
sliding seale has been set off by a redue-
tinn in prices {o the consumer, then the
loss of that special fmpost has been n
disadvantage lo Western Australin, be-
pause the incidence of those duties
pressed partienlarly hardly on a big
proportion of the population in Western
Australia who under the existing tariff
were eontributing o dispropartionate
amount {o the revenue of the State from
a very seanty source of income. [The
Premicr : You would not call these
hotel-keepers consumers?] T am not
dealing particularly with that: I am
dealing with articles of fond econsumed
by a hig Population in the metropolis
and on the goldfields. I say that apart
from the sliding scale thev already pay
a disproportionate share of the taxation
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of this State, and that if for no other
reason quite apart from any attitude
ot the part of the Commonwealth, if
we are adjnsting the sources of revenue
in Western Australia it would have been
the part of this Assembly in the interests
of the consanung population, eomprising
the mreat bulkk of the people of Western
Australia, to see that this source of
revenue, this sliding scale, should be dis-
pensed with in order that a more equit-
able basis of taxation might be arranged,
the incidence of which would press more
justly on the population of Western Aus-
tralia. I have moved this motion with
a view fo secure information to ascer-
tain as aecurately as we possibly can
who has benefiled by the loss of the
sliding secale duties in Western Aus-
traba; and if we ascertain as the result
of tihe investizations of this select eom-
mirtee (hat the ¢onsumers have not
benetited, I say it will not be an argu-
ment that these duties should have been
retained, but it will be an argument
for the Government of this State to aet
upon the resull of the investigations
of the select committee, and to see
whether they eannot bring some pres-
sure to bear in ovder {o prevent the im-
porters, the middlemen of Western Aus-
traha, from: securing fhe advuntage of
this reduction whicl should have been
passed on to the consumers of this
State. I do not think that it is neces-
sary that T should support this motion
at greater length, hecause the action of
the Government and the attitude of
the people of the State will depend more
on the investigations of the select com-
mittee than on any discussion of this
moiion, and I think the argument will
commend itself to the Treasurer and
his eolleagues, that it will be an advan-
tage 1f the select commiftee is appointed
and ean seenre this information in order
that in the future discnssion of our
finaneial position we may have this in-
formation available.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) : The Leader of the Opposition has
overlooked the fact that these select com-
mittees cost the State money ; but I
would not so much oppose the motion
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for the appointment of a committee if T
could see any finality or any satisfactory
information to be obtained that would
assist the Government in the direetion
the hon, member indieates ; or if I could
see, having got that information, that it
was within the power of this House or
the Government to bring pressure to bear
so that the consumer the hon, member
indieates might get the advantage of the
abolition of the special tariff. It seems
to me to be an interminable business the
hon. member asks the Government to deal
with.  First of all I cannot recognise
that it is possible by any amount of in-
quiry to absolutely locate who has re-
ceived the advantage of the abolition of
the sliding seale or State tariff. There
are so many matters that affect the posi-
tion that it will he impossible to complete
the inquirv under several months, If
the committee had to take evidence not
only of all the business people, nat only
of the importers, but of the retailers and
then the consumers, it would take several
months : and then evidence would need
to bhe taken 1o show that other things
have not come in to affert the position.
For instance, the law of supply and de-
mand comes in. We know that the law
of supply and demand has affected the
consumers notwithstanding the abolition
of customs duties; and I have seen the
adverse position ; I have seen duties put
on and prices come down ; because the
law of supply and demand came in, there
was more on the market than could be
consnmed, and there was a glut. So this
inquiry, instead of lasting for a week or
two at a small cost to the State, would
perhaps land the State in very consider-
able expenditure. [Mr. A. J. Wilson :
For what 1] Yes ; for what 9 I can-
not endorse that expenditure. I am sorry
to say we are not in a position to ex-
pend hundreds of pounds on inquiries
unless we can see sone tangible result.
Suppose we have all the information the
hon. member can get, what good will it
do ; what object can it have 7 I eannot
see where the State is going {o benefif.
Therefore T would be lacking in my duty
in suppoerting the motion. We can legis-
late against rings and combines, but we
cannot legislate against the mass of
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traders, the general commercial commu-
nity whe are all affected and whu are in-
cluded in the general charge of prevent-
ing the consumer getting the henefit of the
abolitivn of this tariff. [ am sorry to
have v take that view, but it will be im-
possible to do otherwise. First of all,
we cannot attain the object the hon. mem-
ber Las in view,  Secondly, if it were
possible and we did obtain the informa-
tion, we cannot take any action upon it.
Thevefire 1 must really ask the hon.
member not to press the motion.

Mr. H. DAGLISH (Subiace): 1
recognise, like the Treasurer, the difficulty
of an inguiry of this sort; but at the
same time the proposition is one having
a Jarge degree of importance for the
State, hecause the settlement of the ques-
tion embodied in it means the determina-
tion whether the people of this State
can afford at the present time to pay
a larger amount in direct taxation to re-
place the indirect taxation that formerly
was contributed. The question is
whether sontewhere about £200,000 that
formerly was contributed is still being
contributed or not; whether when it
ceased to find its way into the State
coffers it ceased to find its way out of
the pockets of the people. I take it that
the object of the hon. member in moving
for the select committee is to achieve
thai end.

The I'reasurer: What benefit will it
have? .

Mr, DAGLISH: It will enable the
Treasurer very effectively to argue, if it
be proved that this money remeins annu-
ally in the pockets of the people—[The
Treasurer: It does] —that the State ean
afford to pay what extra taxation he is
now asking for,

The Treasurer: But whether it re-
mains in the pockets of twenty people,
a hundred people, a thousand people, or
twenty thousand people does not matter.

Mr. DAGLISH: Undoubtedly it does.
If the average man in ibis community is
still contributing his share of the
£200,000 and the State is not getting it,
then that man is neot possessed of the
same capicity to pay increased taxation
as otherwise he would be. And there is
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a very huportant bearing on this ques-
tion, and that is the faet that it will en-
able us to realise whether we have paid
as high a price as some of us think we
have for Federation or not, and the mere
obtaining of that mformation is im-
portant no matter what members may
think in regard to the result of Common-
wealth legislation wenerally. Tt is im-
portant for this State to know preeisely
whether it has suffered as great a loss as
is someiimes alleged on public platforms,
and sometimes in this House. While the
committee will have an enormous amount
of work to de, the settlement of that one
question, the extent to which this State
has gained or lost by Federation in this
one way, will be of greatest importance
and preatest interest to the community
as a whole. I can understand the op-
position to the appointment of a select
committee for dealing with somne personal
grievance or some fancied grievance that
is important only te the individual who
labours under it or who imagines he
does; but a largely important question
is deserving of reference to a seleet com-
mittee, and is worth in the information
it should result in any expense that may
be incurred. While realising the greaf
amount of work that will be imposed
upqn the select committee T would like
to see the inquiry go farther than the
hon. member himself preposes, and that
is to see the work of the committee ex-
tended by requiring it to ascerfain, not
only the effect of the abolition of the
loeal tariff on the price of commodities,
but also the effect of the loss of the loeal
tariff or our local industries. That
seeres Lo e to be even a larger, more
important, and more vital question to the
State than the mere discovery of its
effect upon the priee of commodities, im-
portant as T admit that te be. The in-
quiry the hon. member aims at is in faet
not complete, in my opinion, unless it
does determine the effect of our loss of
the loeal tariff upon our industries, not
only on those which existed but its effect
as a preventive of those which might
have eome into existence. While I realise
thet this would enormously inecrease
the work of the select committee T believe
that the result wonld amply repay any
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expense the work of the committee may
entail upon the State. Therefore, while
supporting the Leader of the Opposition
in his objeet, I move an amendment—
“That the words ‘sliding scale’ be
struck out and ‘local tariff 7 inserted in
licu, and that the following be added to
the motion ‘likewise the effect of its loss
upon local industries.””
I wove the amendment with a view to
making the inquiry more comprehensive
than the hon. member has proposed ;
and I hope the Government will not re-
sist the making of such an inguiry, be-
cause I believe it might even strengthen
the hands of the Treasurer when negoti-
ating with the Commonwealth authorities
in regard to the adjustment of the method
of refurning the Commonwealth surplus
revenue. At all events if it be proved
by such inquiry first of all that the in-
dividuals composing this State have
gained by a fall in the price of com-
modities, that no doubt will be satisfac-
tory to them and to those who have
always made the contention that the hon.
member himself has wmade. And at the
same time if it be proved as T would
like, but which T do not anticipate, that
there has been no adverse effect on onr
local industries from the loss of this
local tariff, then the public, T am sure,
would be highly satisfied with the result
of the committee’s investigation,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : The amendment entirely
changes the original motion. The motion
to my mind is aeademic¢ in charaeter,
for it simply desires the appeintment of
a select commiftee for the pupose of
trying to find out what the effect of the
shiding scale would be. The Leader of
the Opposition stated that his object is
to try and advise the House through the
medium of this committee where the
general consumers have benefited by its
abolition.  The amendment, however,
apparently is for the purpose of trying
to find out the effect of the abolition of
the sliding scale on our loeal industries.
Supposing the seleet committee investi-
rate and obtain information showing how
our loeal indusiries have been affected,
how are we woing to act ; what on earth
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can we do? What is to assist these
local industries ¥ We Lknow perfectly
well that all power through the customs
is under the control of the Federal Gov-
ermment ; we have no power in connec-
tion with these matters. No matter what
report is brounght forward showing the
effect of the abolition of the sliding
seale, we are quite powerless in the mat-
ter. T cannot see that any advantage is
going to arise as far as we are concerned.
Fven if we had a select committee and
found that, owing to the abolition of: the
sliding scale, the profits thereby went
nto the hands of the middlemen in-
stead of into the pockets of the con-
sumers, what aetion conld be taken to
prevent the advantages from the
abolition of this scale going in
that direction ¢ I cannot see that any
benefit would result from the committee.
If it could be shown to us that by the
adoption either of the resolution or the
amendment anv good could he done, T
would then be only too pleased to support
it. But we must remewmber that a select
coumittee means expenditure, and nuless
it can be shown that some zood s likely
to result, I rveally think that such an ap-
pointiment should be opposed. 11 it eonld
he shown that we would have power to
take action, that we conld impose some
taxation, and if the report of the eom-
mitlee was to the effeet ihal the profits
due to the sliding scale were woing into
the pockets of the general ennsumer, then
the positien might be different. But
are we lo asswne that the object of the
commiitee js, if there is such a finding, to
be able to Impose taxation on people =0
that they will give hack to the Rtate the
advantages they are receiving ¥ I do not
think that is fhe ohjeet of the motion,
and T do not think that sueh a tinding
would be made by the committee. No
advantage would accrne by the passage
cither of the maotion or the amendient.
[Afr. Daglish : Until you get knowledge
yvou cannot know what action might be
possible.] Tf we do obtain (he know-
ledire, what advantage will be gained ¢
What would be the nse of gaining the
knowledee if na rood yesults could be
achieved therefrom 7 Tf we eould advo-
cate that there should be special duties
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again, there might be some gond result ;
bur we cannot do that. [t would be use-
less to ask that a special tariff should
be given to owr industries. We know
that no tariff will be framed by the Fed-
eral Government that will give special
legislation to Western Australia. What
I would suggest is that the motion be
withdrawn for the present with a view
afterwards of bringing up spme motion
which might be beneficial. As to the
amendment we know how injurious the
abolition of the sliding scale has been
and low powerless we are in the matter.
The incidence of the tariff does not affect
us much as far as goods from beyond
the seas are eoncerned, 2s In connection
with goods which are so cheaply pro-
duced in the Tastern Statgs, and the im-
portation of which, owing to the fact
that they are able to be hrought in here
free of duty, has a very serious effect
upon our industries. The Federal tariff
which gives inter-State freetrade has
crippled the industries here.

Mr. J. EWING (Collie) : I approve
of the motion submitted by the Leader of
the Opposition. To-night a select com-
mittee has been appointed which is not
of sueh parameount importance as the
one now asked for, and which the Govern-
ment arve opposing. The action taken by
the Leader of the Opposition in bringing
this matter forward is commendable. I
would peint out tv the general publie—
it is well known to every member of the
House—that the gentlemen who take posi-
tions on seleet committees are not paid.
If they are willing and anxious in the
interests of the State to give their time—
and a considerable amount of time would
have to be given on a select commitiee of
this kind-—for nothing, T fail to see why
the motion should not be earried. The
expense certainly would not be great.
The chief cost would be in thie matter of
printing, and 1 feel sure that those gentle-
men who will be appointed will he ahle
to curtail the cost of printing as much as
possible. T think there will he little more

- expense than that in conneetion with the
committee. The amendment is a very
zood one and I intend to support it. It
is wise that we should see what effect the
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removal of the duties bag had on the in-
dustries of this State. 1t must be re-
membered that we are going to very much
trouble at the present time in order to
find out exactly what the injury is to the
people of the State on aecount of Fed-
eration. If a representative committee is
appointed we will get some finality on
that matter. The Minister for Mines
stated that no finality conld be arrived at
and that, even if a committee was ap-
pointed and reported in opposition o
Federation, showing how disastrous it bad
been, we could do nothing. I fail tosee the
correctness of that argument. In New
South Wales and, I think, in Queens-
land, there has been a great feeling of
unrest in regavd to Federation. They
recognise, as we recognise, and the gen-
eral public of Western Australia recog-
nise, that it is almost impossible to secede
from Federation. We should give up
that cry. What we should do is to co-
operate with the Eastern States to see
whether there cannot be an amendment
of the Constitution brought about. The
people of Australia properly desire Fed-
eration; it is a high ideal which we should
try to live up'to. The only way to remedy
the present position is that only those
matters should be placed in the hands of
the Federal Parliament which do not
affect the individual States. I thiuk o
select committee could make a recowm-
mendation as te the best means of help-
ing this and perbaps the other States, and
could take steps to prevent injury being
done by preventing the development of
the various industries. 1 hope the Gov-
ernment will allow the motion to pass and
that representative gentlemen will be ap-
pointed members of the ecommittee. If
that iz done I feel sure that the work will
not be a costly one, and that the result
will be of great benefit. not only to the
members of this House, but also to the
people of Western Australia generally,

Mr. W. C. ANGWIN (East Fre-
mantle) : I wish to support the amend-
ment. The Government have aiready

shown that they recognise the State bas
lost something by the abolition of the
local tariff, inasmuch as they have in-
creased the harbour dues by 3s. a ton on
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many artieles which are imported. This
is done with a view if possible of making
rood some of the losses camsed by the
abolition of the tariffl. Evidentiy they
desire to maintain the same revenue as
existed before the alteration was brought
into force. T was mmueh surprised to hear
the Minister for Mines oppose the motion,
The only veason I can see for his opposi-
tion is, if it is proved that the revenue
we are supposed to have lost through the
abolition of the inter-State duties remains
in the pockets of the people, the Minister
will lose the opportunity of pointing out
to the people that the State has lest so
wiuch through Federation. But the same
fact will give him the opportunity of
showing the people that while we are im-
posing direct taxation, the indirect taxa-
tion that has been remitted is still ve-
tained by the people. If only for this
reason, I think it fair that the Govern-
ment should agree to appoiuting the
seleet committee. The result will be
heneficial to every person in the State,
for numbers of people ask almost daily,
what have the people gained through
Federation and what have they lost? I
am personally of opinion, though I have
no data to back me up, that .the people
of Western Australia have gained nothing
by the rednction of the loeal taviff. [The
Treasurer: Then who has gained?] The
importers, I believe; and the Government
have recognised the faet by increasing
the harbour dues to 3s. a ton, a small in-
crease so that the importers cannot pass
it on by inereasing the prices of goods
to the consumer. Consequently the Gov-
ernment are securing profits that form-
erly went into the pockets of the im-
porters,
L]

Mr. T. HAYWARD (Wellington):
The last speaker says the middleman
received all the benefit of the reduction
of the inter-State duties. That I deny.
Take for instance flour, one of the most
important articles in consumption; flour
is cheaper here to-day than in the other
States; and had it not been for the duties
we should have been paying more for
fiour than our neighbours in the East.
The same is true of potafoes, ecereals,
and even meat; for on those articles the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Motion to Inquare.

middleman does not receive any benefit
whatever. It is the producer, the far-
mer, whe has suffered most by the re-
moval of the inter-State duties, I had
no intention of speaking, but I could
not sit still on hearing it stated that the
mddleman has received all the benefit
from the abolition of the sliding scale.

Mr. E. € BARNETT (Albany): This
is a subject on which I ean speak with
authority, having a fairly extensive
knowledge of the manner in whieh busi-
ness is conducted in this State; and I
can say the public have had the full
henefit of the reduction of inter-State
duties, and more than the full benefit.
In making up the cost of an article one
takes the invoiee price, the duty, freight
and charges, and adds the profit. Take
for instanee bacon, cheese, and butter,
on which the duty was 2d. and 3d. a
pound. The public have saved at least
214d. a pound, whereas the duty taken off
was only 2d.; and where the dnty was 3d.
a pound the reduction in price is probably
nearer 4d. than 3d. Traders in Western
Australia—and I speak with a thorough
knowledge of the State—have not taken
advantage of the publie by reason of the
reduetion of inter-State duties, but the
public have reseived the full benefit of
all reduetions.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son): I am sure the Leader of the Op-
position (Mr. Bath}, the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), and other mem-
bers will understand that I pronounce
against the proposed select committee
simply on the score of expense. T think
we are aboul to have too many select
committees, each of which, as members
know, must cost a considerable sum. 1
have come to the conclusion that if we
enter on an inguiry of this sort, which, as
admitted by the member for Subiaco, will
extend to considerable limits—indeed his
amendment will make it much more ex-
tensive than the original motion—it will
cost some hundreds of pounds before if .
is finished. [Mr. Ewing: How?] How
are all select committees costly? There
are Hansard reporting, printing, and wif-
nesses’ expenses if brought from a dis-
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tance. The point is this. Can we get
any tangible result from the inquiry%
We know well that as a vesult of the abo-
lition of the special tariff the money
saved is in the pockets of the people of
Western Australia; whether it is in the
pockets of one seection of the people or
another is a point which I agree with the
member for Subiaco no one can possibly
find out. [Mr. Daglisk: 1 did not say
no one eould find it out.] It is im-
possible to find out. Speaking the
other night the hon. member bimself {ook
up that attitude—that we conld not allo-
cate the benefit of the tariff abolition.
{Mr. Daglish: Not without investiga-
tion.] Surely members will perceive
that a mere investigation cannot possibly
be conclusive. We have the evidence of
the member for Albany (Mr. Barnett),
who says the prices have been reduced
and the consamers have thus benefited.
[Mr. Daglish: On one or two specific
lines.] I venture to say, if you take
such a line as flour, mentioned by the
member for Wellington (Mr. Hayward),
even knowing that the price is now much
lower than previously, knowing that it is
lower than in the Eastern Stales, can
vou prove that our people have the bene-
fit of the abolition of the sliding-scale
duties on flour? [Mr. . J. Wilson:
Thev benefit at the expense of the pro-
ducer.] Thev benefit by inereased eom-
petition and inereased produetion; be-
cause we are now producing mare than
our local market ean absorb, and are en-
tering an an export trade; but that does
not affeet the question. To my mind—
of eonrse members can vote as they will
—this inquiry will be interminable, it

will be costly to the State, and the
result  will be of ne advantage,
for mo  action ean be taken.

There is no analogy between the
select committee proposed and the select
committee just appointed on the pastoral
industry.  That is a question of the
best means of building up an industry
and securing outside markets; but here
we are simply te say whether Tom, Dick,
or Harry has received the advanrage
from the abelition of duties. It dnes
net matter whether they have. We
know that some of them have, and they
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are all Western Australians. We know
that the law of supply and demand will
ultimately lead io the people receiving
the benefit. Whenever we take off a
duty, that may not have a direct effect
on the consiner; but so lung as we have
competition, and have noi any of the
combines and trusts to which the Leader
uf the Opposition referred, then ordinary
trade competition is uliimately bound
to have the effect of giving the econsumer
the advantage of every reduction in
duties. 1 admit at once that the amend-
ment is much wider than the original
wotion; not that I think we can do
much more than we are now doing te
assist our loeal industries. Wherever
the Government have an opportunity we
are assisting them; wherever we can
give work to our local factories we are
giving it, even if it costs ns a liftle more.
We believe in assisting our local indus-
tries on every possible oecasion. Can
we do more, even if it is proved conelu-
sively that they have suffered—and we
koow that without an inquir¥? I do
not think we can do more. Can the re-
sult enable us to benelit by negotiating
with the Federal Government? I doubt
whether that would have any effect.
We have put figures before the various
Conferences, fizures which were eonelu-
sive 1o our minds, showing that we were
injured through Federation ; figures
much more eonclusive than any inguiry
of Lhis sort would bring forth; but they
had very little effect, I am sorry to say,
on our Eastern neighbours. 1s it worth
while to go 10 so much expense to gain
informaticn, perhaps in fuiler detail,

_which we already possess? Personally

I do not think it is, and therefore I must
take the stand that T am not justified in
endorsing the expenditure of public
moneys in order to gain that inferma-
tion.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. BATH (in reply as mover): I
desire to make a few remarks in reply
to the Treasurver. It is noticeahle in
this House that when the Treasurer lacks
some stable argument either in advocacy
of or in oppesition to any proposal—
when as in this case he lacks some solid
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argumenl against the motion as amended
—he allows his imaginatien to ran riot.
He has made a mountain put of a mole-
hill in regard to the diffieulty, the time
necessary, and the expense to be in-
emrred in seeuring ihis information. I
submit, and it should be apparent to
any member, that net a tithe of the ex-
peuse  will he incuwrred that will be
necessary to  obtain  the information
sought by the motion of the member fo:
Guildford, whose select commiitee, it 1s
presumed, will be g0 useful. And as to
the difficulty of finding out where the
advantage or the disadvantage lies, T
say it is merely a question of ascerlain-
ing the price of ariicles when the sliding
scale was in full foree, and the prices
of articles at the present time, as retailed
to (he consumer. 1 submit, also, it will
nol  be necessary to examine a  large
number of thuse eoncerned in the im-
porting ov the retail trade in Western
Australia; because we know, whether
they have passed on the advantage to the
consumer or have absorbed it themselves,
the importers must have done so as a
hody. For, had there been ecompetition,
had there been any lack of understand-
ing on their pari, the eompetition be-
tween themy would have resulted in the
cansumer inevitably seenring (he advan-
tage from the abolition of that sliding
scale. So however the rednction of the
inter-State duties has resolted, if we
secure the information from a few
representative men, it will be illusira-
five of the position as a whole.
I =ay the informaticn which has heen
given by the member for Wellington and
the member for Albany bears out thein-
formation whieh was supplied to me by
representatives of firms in Western Aus-
tralia, And it was on such information
that I made the statement on the Address-
in-Reply and in the second-reading de-
bhate on the Land Tax Assessment Bill,
that the ceonsumers had secured an ad-
vantage, that there was a relief of taxa-
tion which in its ineidence was unjust,
and that there were pood grounds for
asking that the taxation should be read-
justed. Now the position is—the Trea-
surer used that as an argument last night
—that the reduction of the sliding seale
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has had an effect on the finances of the
State. There is an absolute uncertainfy
in this matter. When the Treasurer ap-
peals to members to support the Land
Tax Assessment Bill, he praectically says
to them they have heen relieved of this
amount and therefore the people are in
a position to pay this tax. It is in the
interests of the people that we should
know precisely the position in regard to
this question; and I say there is not one-
tenth of the difficulty which the Trea-
surer has made out in seeuring the in-
formation. He has made no attempt to
support the contention that it will be an
expensive inquiry and entail a long in-
vegtigation. He has made the statement
in the hope that members will swallow it.
The Minister for Railways evidently has
a considerable lack of knowledge of the
meaning of words, because he referred
to the motion as being academie. [ say
there is no motion that could be more
practieal in itz effeet than this, which will
show us the result of the loss of the slid-
ing seale. It is a matter that should have
been investigated long ago in the interests
of the people of the State. There is no-
thing that comes nearer home to the
people of the State than the inecidence
of the taxation whieh they pay, and
all the discussion we may have on the
Land Tax Asseszment Bill, or any pro-
posed taxation in the future, will hang
around the question of our present taxa-
tion, whether it be taxation levied by the
Federal Government a portion of which
is returned by the Commonwealth, or
whether it he taxation levied ferritorially
within the borders of Western Australia
by the State Government. T may say the
Treasurer veferred to the faet that the
argument of the member for Subiaco, in
regard to this information being advan-
tageous and making representations to
the Federal Government heeause we had
already made sueh representations. was
not of nmueh weight. I repeat, and it
should be repeated on every oceasion, that
these representations have not been made
to the Federzl anthorities, but have heen
made to State Conferences, which are ab-
solutely irresponsible so far as the Fed-
eral control of these malters is concern-
ed. Apd T contend that while the in-
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formation may oot commend itself to
confervnces of State remiers, and while
it may not have much influence on their
deliberations, we cannot say the same thing
of representations made to the Federal
Parliament; and when the time comes,
as it will inevitably come at the termina-
tion of the Braddon clause, the Trea-
surer will need to be armed with this in-
formation if he wishes to make out a
good case to the Federal authorities. I
submit therefore this is a niotion that
should cominend itself to members, and
it i= the last mntion upon whieh the Trea-
surer and his eolleagues should use their
party discipline and send their Whips
round te dietate to members how they
shall vote on the motion. It is a ques-
tion which should be left to the diseretion
of members, and on which party dis-
position should not determine their vote
in the matter.

Question {as amended) put, and a

division taken with the following re-
sult :—
Ayes . .. .. 15
Noes .. .. .. 16
Majority against o001
ArEs, Nors,
Mr, Apgwin Mr. Burpett
Mr. Bath Mr. Brebber
BIr. Boltou Bir. Coweher
Mr. T, L. Brewn Mr, Davies
Myr. Collier Mr, Gregory
My, Dagiish Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Ewing Mr. Hayward
Mr. Hudson Mr. McLarty
Mr. Johnson Mr. Male
Mr. Seuddan Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr, Smith Mr, Piesse
Mr. ‘laylor Mr. Price
Mr. Underwood Mr. Veryord
Mr, Wure Mr, A, J. Wilson
Mr. Heitmnnn (Teifer). Mr. ¥. Wilson
Mr, Layman (Teller).

Question thus negatived.

MOTION —LAND CLAIM AT GUILD-
FORD.
M. W, D JOHNSON (Guildford) :

moved—

“That a select committce be appointed
to inquire into the assertions made by TV,
H. Summers that he was wrongfully dis-
possessed of certain lands at Guildford.”
This maiter had occupied the minds of a

larre number of the people of the State
for a considerable time. Mr. Summers
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was a very old resident of Western Ans-
tralia, and he claimed thai in the year
1887 certain lands were illegally taken
from him through a misunderstanding
on the part of the registrar or the official
receiver. He (Mr. Johnson) did not un-
derstand the whole circumstances, but
seetng that Mr. Summers had petitioned
the Governor and the Governor had com-
municated with the Seeretary of State,
also that the Seeretary of State replied
stating it was a matter that required in-
vestigation on the part of the Govern-
ment of the day, these facts should be
sufticient to convince members that there
was something requiring investigation.
Mr. Summers was now over 70 years of
age, and in his old days he eclaimed that
this land was taken from him, that the
home he looked forward to for spending
lis last days with his wife had been
taken from him illegally through scme
mistake on the part of a public ser-
vant. It was diffieult to  follow
the whole of the eircumstances, but the
late member for Cluildford, now Agent
General (Mr. Rason), promised that an
investigation should be made, and it
was the fact of Mr. Rason becoming Pre-
mier al the time that prevented his
moving in this direction. The matter
had been brought wnder his (Mr. Jobn-
suh's) notice, not only by Mr. Summers
but by the petition of many of the old
vesidents of Western Australia  who
were intimately assoeiated with Alr.
Summers, and whe remembered the
whole cireumsiances. He (Mr. John-
sen} hoad seen the departmental files
and had -pointed out te Mr. Summers
the information contained therein; but
Mr. Summers claimed that the full in-
formation was not theve, and that the
whole informaion could only be ¢btained
by a thorough investigation. We should
give an opportunity to this old resident
for putting his case hefore a committee.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
The Treasurer lhad referred to the ques-
tion vf expense in connection wilh select
commiitees, This question was not of
sufticient importance tu justify the ap-
pointment of a select cummitlee, more
especially as the matter had received
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the consideration of four successive
(Jovernments. Mr. Summers, with a
view of obtaining what he considered his
riehts, appealed tu the Crown Law De-
partment, and the Under Secretary (Mr.
Hampton) went to a great deal of
trouble to prepare a precis dealing with
the whole question. As a result of the
information so prepared, the then Min-
ister for Justice (Mr. Hastie) stated
that the case had been carefully gone in-
to again, and was fully dealt with in a
minuie. From the facts shown it ap-
peared that dMr. Summers had no elaim
to the land. Later on the then Premier
(Mr. Daglish), in dealing with the ques-
tion in a communication to Mr. Sum-
mers, stated—

“T beg to inform you that wyour
claim hag received the most careful
consideration, and as the result T ¢an
find no justification therefor. There'ls
no evidence to show that the convey-
ance of the land in question, namely,
CGinildford town lot 87, was not made
by you with full knowledge and in-
tent. I find that since the date of its
conveyance you have been bankrupt
an  ftwo occasions, and thevefore if
vour land had not been transferved
prior fo your first bankvruptey it wonld
have become the property of your
creditors. When you were bankrupt
on the second oeeasion, in 1878, you
rave evidence in regard to your affairs,
and mwade no mention of your elaim
to the ownership of this property. It
would appear, thevefora, that you
were then aware that you bhad no
elaim to it, the only alternative being
that if you had a claim vou were
keeping back from your ereditors a
knowledge of that faet. The matter
of your claim was submitted in the
tform of a petition to His Excellency
the Governor in 1902, and was then
fully investigated. There is nothing
to be gained by farther correspon-
dence on this subject.—H. Daglish.”

The matter was next brought before the
Premier of the last Government, Mr.
Rason, who referred it to the Acting
Allorney General, the Hon. M, L. Moss,
who stated that the matter had been
considered by Mr. James and also Mr.
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Hastie, aud that ou the last uceasion a
most careful inguiry had been made by
Mr. Hampton, Under Secretary for Law,
whaose minute fully dealt with the sub-
ject matter of the petition. Mr. Moss
recommended ~ that Mr. Rason should
advise the Governor that the praver of
the petition be not granted, and added
that similar adviee had been tendered on
two previous occasions. So members
wonld see thalt every investigation
had been made. A copy of the whole
of the corvespondence was handed
to Mr. Summers, who on the 29th
June, 1906, acknowledged the receipt
of 38 sheeis of typewritten matter. which
he desired to have in connection with the
placing of lis case before the High Cowtt.
Apparently Mr. Summers did not carry
out his ntention of placing the matter
before the High Counrt, and on the 6th
July wrote to the Colonial Secretary
(Hon. J. T Connolly) asking to lay his
case before the Minister. The communica-
tion heing passed on to him (the Premier)
he replied :—

“T have fo state that when yon
called at this office on two oecasions re-
cently it was distinetly stated that voun
required the papers then asked for
that you might plaece your case before
the High Court of Australia. In view
of that statement, the Government,
whilst not desirous to re-open the mat-
ters dealt with in your complaints, ae-
ceded fo  your request and gave vou
copies of all papers which ven enn-
sidered would be of assistance, On
the 29th June—the date of your last
visit to this office—I caused to he
handed to you 38 pages of typewritten
matter, receipt of which you said was
necessary to enable you to have vour
papers complete for submission to the
High Court. In view, therefore. of
past correspondence in conneetion with
the matters dealt with in these papers,
and your recent intimation that wou
were taking your case to a higher tri-
bunal, the Government do not feel
justified to take any farther action at
the present time.—N. J. Moore”

From the contents of these files members
must recognise that the matter had heen
inquired into by four successive Govern-
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ments. The Attorneys General of the
various Governments had gone into the
matter very thoroughly, and it would be
a waste of time and expense if a select
connpiftee were appointed.

Mr. JOHNSON (in reply as mover) :
Before the motion was defeated, members
should understand that it was all very
fine for Ministers to ask for a statement
to be prepared by officers of their de-
partinents. Tt was well known that we
did not get always the whole truth and
nothing but the truth from departinental
files. The investigation asked for was
into the actions of Government servants,
but we knew perfectly well we could not
vet from departmental files the misdeeds
of Government servants. Mr. Summers’
contention was that the land had been
illegally taken from him, nof by any Gov-
erniment but by the action of some Gov-
ernment servant who did not thoroughly
understand what he was doing. I that
were so, and seeing that the transaction
was a number of vears old, it would not
appear on the files, Nothing affecting
Government servants would be found on
departmental files. Ministers in seeking
te find whether Mr. Summers’ eonteutions
were true, did not probe the matier and
wet information from those outside the
department thoroughly conversant with
it, but simply went to the departmental
oflicers and got departmental files, The
conclusions arrived at on the file pro-
duced were altogether different from the
information supplied by Mr. Summers and
by many cold residents in this Siate. As
a matter of faet, members of the House,
old residents of the State, agreed that
this land was illegally taken from Mr.
Summers, and he (Mr. Johnson) had ex-
pected their assistance in getting his in-
quiry.

The Minister for Works : What about
the bankruptey ¢

Mre. JOHNSON : That oceurred in
1571 ; the land transactions needing in-
vestigation took place in 1887, He (JMr.
Johnson) did not know whether M.
Suwmnmers got his discharge.

The Premier : Mr. Summers must
have got hiz discharge, else there would
not have heen a seeond bankruptey.
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Mr. JOHNSON : The bankruptey of
1871 was the second bankruptey. The
old gentleman started afresh in life af-
ter that, and in 1887 hecame possessed of
certain land. This was the land in con-
neetion with which an investigation was
needed. Many old colonists went so far
as to sigm a petition praying the Gov-
ernor to give consideration to this old

wentleman’s eontention that the land
really belonged to him and should he-
long to him in his old days, in-
stead of his Dbeing practicaily cast
out in the streets through  sowme

wrong, acording to Mr. Summers, done
ta him by a Government servaunt, Ae-
cording to what the Premier said to him
(Mr. Jelinsou) privagely last session, he
thought the Premier wonld agree to this
investigation. The Premier now pointed
out that he intended tv make the inquiry
himself—another departmental inguiry;
there had already been about 40 or 50
departmental inquiries, the same file al-
ways heing taken, and ench Minister al-
ways taking the previons minutes on the
file as conclusive evidence. The only way
to get a full investigation was to get
evidence from those not dependent on
departmental files; consequently the Gov-
ernment should reconsider their decision
and have the investigation asked fer.

Question put, and negatived on the
voices.

REPORT—HARBOUR WORKS,
GERALDTON.

On motion by Mr. T. L. Brown, or-
dered—That the report of Sir John Coode
on the Geraldton Harbour Works, and all
papers in connection with the said report,
be laid on the table.

MOTION —MUNICIPAL SUBSIDIES,
HOW OVERPAID.
To Inguire.

Mr. H. BROWN (Perth) moved—

“That a select committee be appointed
for the purpose of ascertaining the
amount of subsidy overpaid to municipali-
ties by the Government during the past



710 Subsidies :

six years, and the persons responsible for
same; also, the amounts refunded.”

He said: I intend to say but a few words
in conneetion with this motion which I
trust the Government will not oppose. As
members are probably aware, I have been
opposing the land tax, and I intend doing
so still. My reason is that we find dur-
ing the last year £90,000 has been paid
away in subsidies to munieipalities, and
I have always contended, and still eon-
tend, that if such large amounts were not
paid to them illegally, there would be
really no necessity for this partieular
land tax.

Mr. Taylor: Over what ferm of years
does that £90,000 extend?

Mr. H. BROWN: That £90,000 was
the amount paid in subsidy last year.
The termv of years I deal with in my
motion is six. I am eertain that if an
inquiry is made it will be found that at
all events some £20,000 should be re-
funded from the various municipalities
of this State. I am quite aware that
nearly every mwunicipality which Minis-
ters represent will have to heavily refund
the same as Perth was made to do five
years ago. One of the most glaring eases
we have on record—I mentioned it dur-
ing the Address-in-Reply—is Northam,
which benefited to the extent of over
£2,500 last year; while Fremantle last
year, and also during the last two or
three years, has benefited to the extent of
nearly £2,000 each year more than it
should have otherwise done.  Fremantle
premeditated this by reducing the health
rate from 3d. to 1d. in the £ and paying
over £1,200 each year out of general re-
venue which should have been charged to
health account; and consequently Fre-
mantle received an increased subsidy.

The Minister for Works: They acted
abselutely legally.

Mr. H. BROWN: T hex to contradiet
the hon. member, and shall show that
Fremantle will have to refund a eonsider-
able sum of money. To show how it was
done at Northam, last year Northam, to
raise sufficient for its requirements,
would have raised about £1,000 on a 9d.
rate, but to get the high subsidy that ob-
tains in Northam they struck a rate of
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1s. {id., and raised £2,500, on which they
received a subsidy from the Government
of over £3,000; whereas, had they raised
the £1,000 only that was necessary to
carry on the requirements of Northan,
they would only have received the smaller
subsidy on the general rate. They
transferred over £1,800 from general
revenue in ovder to make up the deficit
on their health account. Kalgoorlie to
a slight extent was also affected with ref-
erence to its loan. Leederville, Subiaco,
and Claremont were in a similar position,
I trust that the Government will be gen-
erous enough to allow this select eotu-
mittee to be appointed in order to assist
us at all events to be able to decrease the
amount they propose to raise under their
land taxation. I feel sure that the in-
quiry will reveal the faet that a sum of
at least £20,000 can be obtained from
these outlying wunicipalities. By strik-
ing the land tax the Government are
taking the money of the ratepayers on
the one hand and are giving it in in-
creased sops, at their diseretion, to the
most favoured municipalities on the other
hand. The amount raised in Bunbury
for every pound given by the Government
to the local authority amounted to 3%d.,
while in the Busselton district for every
pound granted by the Government they
raise the enormous sum of 5d. T trust
that the Governnent will give me a select
comnitiee so that T ean belp them to im-
prove the had financial state they are in
al the present time.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son): I am making inquires on this
matter, and T now move—

“ That the debate be adjourned.”

Mr. Taylor: 1 hope the Minister will
rive the House an assurance that we shall
have an opportunity of dealing with this
hnportant matter.

Maotion (adjournment) put, and a
division taken with the following re-
sult:—

Ayes .. .. .20
Noes .. .- ..o 12
Majority for .. .. 8
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AYES. Noes
Mr, Angwiu Mr. Bolton
Ay, Birnett Mr. H. Brown
Mr. Baih Mr. T. L. Brown
Mr. Brebber . Mr. Collier
Mr. Cuowcher Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Laglish © My. Holman
Mr, Davies Mr, Hudson
Mr. Ewing 3r. Johnson
Mr. Gregory Mr. Seuldan

My, Hovrward
Mr. McLarty
AUr. Male

Me. N, J. Moore
Mr. Pie-se

Mr. Price

Mr. Smith

Mr. Veryord
Mr. A, 1. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Tellcr),

Mr. Taylor
Alr, Underwood
Me. Heitmaun (T Her),

!

Motion (hus passed, debate adjourned.

MOTION—MINING ACCIDENTS,
RETURX.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAX (Murchison)
moved —

“ That o return showing (1) lhe
number of accidents reporied as hav-
ing occurred in' our mines during
the year 1906 ; (2) the names of per-
sons tnjured, also the mines and gold-
flelds where the accidents occurred, be
laid on the table of the House”

He said : The reason for moving this
15 in consequence of certain replies
which were given to me when asking
a question on this subject last year,
On two occasions | asked questions as
to the number of accidents, and in
reply to one of them | received an
answer which showed that at the end
of October the total number of acci-
dents in the mines for the first ten
months was 862, comprising 32 fatal,
336 serious, and 494 minor. The
number did not diminish towards the
end of the year, but we find in the
report 1ssued by the Mines Department
that there is a record of only some 519
liaving occurred altogether. A report
like that is misleading. Probably the
Minister will say that a large number of
accidents, some 500 or 600, were not
serious but only trivial ones. A great
many of those accidents which evidently
were not considered worthy of reporting
were, I believe, very serious. | desire
to know the names of the persons who
were injured and the mines in which
the accidents occurred. When the re-
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turn eomes down to the House it will
be, [ am afraid. an appalling one. I
deprecate the action of the Mines Depart-
ment in issuing returns which do not
show all the accidents which really
occurred. | do not anticipate any
opposition to the mation, for it will not
incur a very great expense, the records
being already in the Mines Department,
and it will only be necessary for a clerk
to type out a list and send it to the
House. 1 do not intend to go fully
into the question now, although I
believe there will be room for inguiry
in this matter in the future. Wecannot
be toe careful in making known, not
only to the people engaged in the mining
industry, but also te the people of the
State. the number of accidents that
really occur. By showing the miners
themselves the large number of acei-
dents that occur, they may be taught
to be more careful and, by giving the
management the same information,
they will realise that it is necessary for
them to take extra precautions to
prevent the number of accidents from
increasing. I believe that the number
of accidents reported this year has not
been so large as last year. That is a
cause for gratification, provided that
instructions have not been issued to
refrain from reporting all accidents
that have occurred. ln last December
1l asked the Minister for Mines the
following question :—

“ What accidents have occurred in
the mines in the State, as reported to
the Mines Department, since the 31st
August, 1906, showing () fatal
accidents, (b) accidents other than
fatal, (c) total number of accidents,
fatal and otherwise, reported for the
year 1906.7

The reply was as follows:—

“{u) Fatal accidents G ; serious
accidents 68; minor accidents 78 ;
(c) total for the year ended the 3lst
October, fatal accidents 32, serious
accidents, 336G, minor accidents 194,
total 862.7

That return was for the first ten
months of 1906 only. In the Mines
Department Report, on the contrary,
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the total shown, including fatal acei-
dents and otherwise, was only 519,
There is & termible diserepancy there,
and the report is misleading. I would
like to know who is responsible. Earlier
in last session [ asked a question as to
the number of accidents that had been
reported to the Mines Department
during the ten months ended the 30th
September, 1906, showing {a) fatal
accidents. (b) accidents other than fatal.
This was on October 17th. The Minister
replied stating that the complete returns
for Neptember were not available, but
to the 31at August, 1906, the fatal acei-
dents numbered 26, the serious accidents
268, the trivial accidents 416, making a
total of 710. Not only from the start of
the year, but also throughout the year,
there were, whether inteationally or by
accident 1 am not in a position to say,
misleading reports from the Mines
Department as to the number of acci-
dents. We who have been interested
in miners’ unions have reason to know
that the drain on the funds, owing to
the accidents, fatal and otherwise, has
heen most serious, and we are convinced
that steps must be taken to prevent these
accidents. Only lately it has been fonund
absolutely necessary either to increase the
contributions to the various unions or
to decrease the accident pay. Instead
of covering up the number of accidents
that have occurred the Mines Depart-
ment should make it their duty to show
clearly what accidents ‘have ocounrred
and should take precautions to see that
the number is diminished. It is well
known that accidents in mines cannot be
prevented altogether, but in Western
Australia a great deal could be done to
decrease the number. 1t seems to me
that sufficient precautions are not taken
by the inspectors to see that the rushing
of the men and the breaking of ore are
not congidered rather than the men’s
safety. Even the report of the State
Mining Engineer, included in the annual
report of the department, clearly sets
out that something must be deme to
reduce the large number of accidents.
In 1903 there were 34 fatal accidents
and 270 other accidents posted, about
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Return.

300 altogether. [2'he Minister : What
about the year before?] There were
47 fatal and 153 other accidents, a total
of 195. In 1906 I drew the attention
of the Minister to the increase for 1905
over 1904 ; and he said the reason was
not that more accidents had occurred,
but that mining accidents were now
being reported of the character not
previously reported, I maintain that
the introduction of certain legislation
was in a great measure responsible for
those accidents. I maintain that the
inspection of mines branch should be
administered so as to prevent a large
number of accidents that oceur. This
matter will probably engage my atten-
tion and the attention of the House
beiore the sesdion is over. Rather than
see the needless accidents that happen
in our mines, [ should prefer the cost.
of production to be greatly increased ;
that the lives and limbs of our workers.
should be safeguarded, rather than that
dividends should go into the pockets of
the London shareholders.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): 1f I thought it worth
while, | should move the adjourn-
ment of the debate for the purpose of
refuting many of the statements made
by the hon. member. However, as [
do not propose to oppose the produc-
tion of the return, and as I presume
later opportunities wiil oceur for com-
bating his statements, 1 think it will
be wiser to agree to the motion. I
ghould like to point out, however, that
the hon. member mentioned having
received some returns which showed
not only the fatal accidents but the
serious and the trivial accidents. The
hon. member knows that under the
departmental regulations no accident
is recorded uniess it has incapacitated
the employee for a period of more than
fourteen days. This is clearly pointed
out, not only in the report of the Under
Secretary for Mines, but also in the
voluminous report of the State Mining
Engineer. In compiling the return
asked for, a complete copy of the whole
register of accidents will have to be
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prepared and laid on the table; and
time and expense would be saved if
members would let me know exactly
what special information they would
like to have published in the annual
report of the department. For instance,
on pages 19 and 20 we have a summary
by the Under Secretary; then from
page 51 to about page 60 is a long
report by the State Mining Engineer.
If members would like other particulars
to be included I should be pleased to
instruct that they be published, if the
information will serve any practica)
purpose at all. The hon. member
made a statement which 1 do not think
he meant ; and 1 can assure him now
that until this moment I have not seen
the State Mining Engineer's report,
prepated by that officer and included
in the report of the department. The
State Mining Engineer writes his own
report, and it is published as he writes
it. The return asked for by the hon-
member will be prepared as speedily as
possible.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret):
1 should like to move an amendment
that the words “and until the 30th
June, 1907,” be inserted after = 1906 "
in line 3. If the Minister objects that
the inclusion of accidents till the later
date will entail any heavy expense, I
will not press the amendment; But ]
shiould like the report to show the
number of accidents till as recent a
date as possible. [ am sorry that this
vear, and especially lately, we can
hardly take up a morning paper without
reading of mining accidents.

The Minister : The average is slightly
lower this year.

Mr. TAYLOR: Accidents have re-
cently been very numerous.

The MINISTER: Yes. Do not
trouble to move the amendment. I
will see that the information is included.

Mr. P. COLL{ER (Boulder): I wiil
niove an amendment that the words
“the nature of employment at time of
accident, and cause of same " be inserted
after * injured,” in paragraph 2.
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The MINISTER: I do not mind
furnishing an exact copy of the register
of accidents. 1 hope the hon. member,
will not move any farther amendment.
I will try to get the return completed
to the 30th June, and before 1 start
the work, I will have the plan of it
brought here and submitted to mem-
bers opposite. I shall try €o meet
their wishes as far as | can, without
going through all the reports and
making up a special return.

Mr. COLLIER : That will ke sufficient
because the information 1 wish is con-
tained in the mines register.

Question put and passed.

BILL--STATISTICS.
Order for third reading read.

The PREMIER : A promise was given
last night to recommit this Bill, but
before any fresh amendment could be
considered it must appear on the Notice
Paper. The amendment bad been
handed in and would appear in the
Notice Paper to-morrow. Standing
Order No. 297 provided that no amend-
ment should be made in and no new
clauses added to any Bill recommitted
on the third reading unless neotice
thereof had been previously given.

My. Bath : That was on the question
of the adoption of the Committee

report.

The PREMIER: The Committee
report was adopted at the previous
sitting.

Mr. JOHXNSON: A mistake was

made last night in adopting the Com-
mittee’s report which should have been
held over lor consideration. The Com-
mittee’'s Teport having been adopted
it necessitated that notice should be
given of the amendment. He (Mr.
Johnsan) had given notice of an amend-
ment and it would appear on the Paper
to-morrow. if the Premier adjourned
the Order of the Day, that would give
an opportunity of moving the amend-
ment to-morrow and would carry out
the promise given.

Order postponed.
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ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.14 o’clock,
until the next day.

Aegislative Hsgsembly,
Thursday, 8k Auguat, 1907.

. PigE

Questions : Hopatoun - Bevensthorpe B.mlwny.
enders . 714
llmmigrants’ Luggnge, Fremantle . . 714
Bills : Statisties, n farther nmendment made .. 714
Vaceination Ach Amendment, 2r, resumed .., 715

Port Hedland-Marble Bar Railway, 2R.
resumed .. 718

Sta.ndmg Orders Revision : Councl] s Requests a8
to Bloney Eille ... 736

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 o’clock p.m.

Prayers.

QUESTION — HOPETOUN-RAVENS-
THORPE RAILWAY, TENDERS.
Mr. HUDSON asked the Minister for

Works: 1, Did the Public Works De-
partment tender for the contract for the
construction of the Hopetoun-Ravens-
thorpe Railway? 2, Within what period
is the successful tenderer requirved by the
contract to complete the construction of
the railway? 3, Is provision made in
the eontract for the payment of standard
or other fixed rate of wages?

The PREMIER replied: 1, A sealed
estimate of cost of construction was
placed in the Minister’s hands by the
Engineer-in-Chief previous to the open-
mg of tenders. 2, Twelve months after
acegptance of tenders. 3, Clause 26,
Sub-clause 3, of General Conditions of
Contract reads as follows:—*“All persons
paid by the Contractor on daily wages in
the performance of any of the works
herein referred to shall be paid by the
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Question, ete.

Contracior at the curreni rate of wages
applicable to the trade at the place where
they are so employed.”

QUESTION — IMMIGRANTS  LUG-

GAGE, FREMANTLE.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Premier : 1,
Noes the Government intend to call ten-
ders for the handing and ecarriage of
immigrants' luggage from ship, ete., at
Fremantle this year? 2, 1f so, when ;
and will the tenders be open to the pub-
lic to compete ?

The PREMIER vreplied : No. Be-

cause the immigrants are free agents in
the matter ; but a list of prices of the
different earriers will be oblained and
exhibited for the information of the im-
migrants.
Will the Government
prepare a special list of the carriers
available, as the present list mentions
ouly one earrier ¢

The PREMIER : The veply is that a
list of prices and of the different earriers
will be obtained and exhibited.

Mr.  Angwin :

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier:
1906.

By the T'reasurer : 1, Copies of Orders
in Council under Section 35 of the Audit
Act, 1904, 2, Additional Regulations
under Explosives Act.

Fisheries Leport,

BILL—STATISTICS.
Recommiltal.

On the motion of Mr. Johnson, Bill ve-
commnitied for an amendment.

In Commitiee.

3

Clause 8—S{atisties to be collected :

On motion by Mr, Joknson, paragraph
(e.) amended by inserting after “indus-
try ¥ the words “ detailing nalionality of
proprietor and the number and nation-
ality of employees.”

Bill farther reported with amendment.



